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     Oklahoma State Organiza-
tion celebrated its 90th birth-
day in grand style April 9. Alpha 
Chapter hosted the event. 
     Alpha president Joann Rog-
ers extended the official wel-
come. Dr. Kathy Black, Alpha 
Chapter 50 year member, gave 
the inspirational moment that in-
cluded past traditions and practic-
es that brought smiles to many. 
Dr. Black also included a brief 
history of OSO, organized in 

1932 under the Greek name 
Gamma State. 
     Lunch, provided by Alpha 
Chapter, included a wide variety 
of delicious salads, breads, fruit 
and vegetables. A beautifully dec-
orated red and white birthday 
cake, served by Alpha members 
Stacy Wehrenberg and Kandy 
Bishop completed the meal. 

     President Lori revealed that 
when she ‘inherited’ the state 
president’s boxes, she was so ex-
cited that she found herself going  
through much of the memorabilia 
contained within the storage con-
tainers. 
     Using content taken directly 
from the  booklets and reports, 
Lori related to the attendees some 
of the interesting information re-
ported in these documents. 
          President Richardson-
Morphew took some of her  
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INSIDE 

President’s Message  .................................................  2 
OSO News ...................................... 1-12, 14-15,18, 31   

International News  ................................... 8, 11-18, 38 
Chapter News ................................................. 5, 21-30 

 

   The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International                                                            

                Oklahoma State Organization 

             April 2022 Vol. LXIX, No. 4 

  okdkg.org  

Present officers Paula Walker, 
parliamentarian; Shelly Hud-
son, secretary; Lori Richard-
son-Morphew, president; Dr. Jo 
Ann Pierce, 1st vice-president; 
Dr. Jamie Polk, 2nd vice-
president; and Diane Lasse, 
treasurer, attended the celebra-
tion.  

Right: (Left to Right) President 
Lori Richardson-Morphew poses 
with past state presidents Sherry 
Whisler (2003-2005); Sandra 
Pendergraft (2017-2019); Donna 
Talley (1993-1995); Paula Walk-
er (1999-2001); and Beth 
Schieber (1995-1997). 
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Dear OSO Sisters, 
     Things are coming together for 
our OSO Conference. Along with 
doing the business of the Society, 
we have fun Christmas activities 

planned. 
     Dr. Jo Ann Pierce is working 
to provide outstanding trainings 
for our incoming chapter presi-
dents, as well as breakout sessions 
for the members.    
     If you have presented a training 
and/or workshop in the past, I 
would like to add your name to my 
“Speakers’ Forum.” It is a listing 
of ladies in our state that would be 
available to present on the chapter 
and state level. At this time we 
have more than a dozen listed. I 
believe we all will benefit from 
this interactive document. My goal 
is to make it available on our state 
website. Please contact me if you 
would like to be included. 

     Committee chairs, please re-
member to get your reports sub-
mitted by May 1. I look forward to 
reading the applications for the 
Red and Gold Chapter Awards.   
We want to celebrate your suc-
cesses. 
     Please submit the names of 
your new chapter officers by May 
15.  We look forward to working 
with them. I found this quote and 
think that it applies here. “What 
would life be like if we had no 
courage to attempt anything.”      
     Thank you for agreeing to lead 
our 26 chapters in this great state.  
 
Have a lovely spring! 
Most sincerely, Lori 

To The Tune of the “Chattanooga Choo Choo” 

Pardon me, Girls, where is the Gamma State Conven-
tion? 

I gotta go….I’m on the program, you know. 

I can’t afford to miss the Gamma State Convention, 

I just can’t wait—to hear the latest update. 

We hear the president, the secretary, treasurer too; 

The chairman of committees and the work that they do; 

Reports and recommendations, the latest nominations, 

Ev’rything will come up to your expectations. 

Scholarships are given, and we think that they’re great, 

Inspiration, information all up to date. 

Banquets that will fill you, programs that instill you, 

Delta Kappa Gamma friends will warm your heart— 

It’s gonna be the greatest Gamma State Convention, 

Won’t you come along and be a part of our throng? 

Hurry up Girls!  Let’s pack our bags, 

Don’t be “Stay At-Home” Oh…. 

Gamma State Convention, Gamma, here we come! 

The Annual State Convention 50th Year 1982  

NEW PRESIDENTS 
Under the heading of how do I retain my mem-
bers: 
 
*At the beginning of each meeting, introduce 2  
  members and share something about themselves.  
 
*Make your members feel comfortable; welcome  
  them. 
 
*Assign mentors to new or transferring members. 
 
*Develop car ride pools. 
 
*Call members by name. 
 
*Develop diverse programs to engage all members. 
 
*Positive leadership-be enthusiastic and encourage  
  member involvement. 
 
*Remind your members of the meetings 
times.______________________________________              

MENTORS-What does this look like?  
Mentors are… 
Someone who can advise, guide, or lead you. 
Someone who can support you during challenges. 
Someone who shares personal experience to help you. 
Someone who is a good listener and good questioner. 
Someone who is encouraging and honest. 
Someone who offers confidentiality. 
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State Leadership 
 

President 
Lori Richardson-Morphew 

Alpha 
lorijrichardsonm@gmail.com  

405-602-4900 
 

1st Vice President 
Dr. Jo Ann Pierce   

Xi  
aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com  

580-255-8430  
 

2nd Vice President 
Dr. Jamie Polk  

Xi 
jcpolk@okcps.org  

405-620-7863 
 

Secretary 
Shelly Hudson 

Beta Beta 
shelly.hudson@cox.net  

405-698-7497 
     

Immediate Past President 
Belinda Clift 

Alpha Chi  
belinda.clift@gmail.com 

405-799-6627 
Parliamentarian 

Paula Walker 
Beta Beta 

paulajwalker@cox.net  
405-265-0977 

 
Treasurer 

Diane Lasse  
Alpha Mu 

dlaase@hotmail.com 
405-692-0456 

  

Editor 
Beth Schieber 

Beta Beta 
triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com 

405-263-7661 
 

 Webmaster 
Belinda Clift 

Alpha Chi  
belinda.clift@gmail.com 

405-799-6627 

  Dr. Jo Ann Pierce 
     Sir Ken Robinson, one of the 
world’s leading thinkers on re-
forming the educational system, 
died of cancer in 2020. I loved 
Sir Ken’s thoughts so much I 
might have gone to his funeral 
had we not been knee-deep in the 
Covid-19 Pandemic (and then 
there’s that fact that he did not 
know me). Sir Ken’s ideas found 
a global audience after he deliv-
ered the most popular TED Talk 
of all time in 2006. Still today it 
is watched about 17,000 times a 
day which to date totals over 65 
million views. If you have not 
seen it tune in at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iG9CE55wbtY  Enjoy! 
     I featured Robinson’s now fa-
mous TED Talk in my university 

classes and in many of my con-
sulting assignments (ASPIRE 
HGHER EDUCATIONAL & 
LEADERSHIP CONSULTING, 
LLC) because like Sir Ken I have 
reimagined our educational sys-
tem so that it nurtures our 
strengths instead of our weak-
nesses. It highlights our creativity 
instead of stifling it. 
     I have spent a lifetime focus-
ing on individual gifts, talents 
and strengths — of everyone in 
the school environment. Bringing 
out the best in children, staff and 
leadership means we bring out 
the best in ourselves by knowing 
first what our own gifts are.  
     At the Oklahoma State Con-
ference this summer I will present 
a breakout, “Your Strengths Are 
Your Gift.” I hope you will join 
me as we continue to seek excel-
lence in education.  
     See you June 3-4 at the Okla-
homa State Conference. Don’t 
miss it and bring everyone you 
can in your chapter. DKG is a gift
-your creativity will be nurtured, 
collaboration and imagination 
will abound, and we can bring out 
the best in each and every one of 
us! 

 

We all wear our pins to meet-

ings, but why not wear it to 

school one day a week.  It is a 

good way to mention DKG to 

our colleagues. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG9CE55wbtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG9CE55wbtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG9CE55wbtY
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(Continued from Page 1) 
presentation from the History of 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society in 
Oklahoma Alpha to Omega by 
Jessie D. Newby. 
Alpha Chapter is Organized 
    The organization of Alpha 
Chapter took place on the date 
scheduled-April 26, 1933, in the 
Biltmore Hotel in Oklahoma City 
at a seven-thirty dinner. The din-
ner was truly a banquet from soup 
to nuts with squab and strawberry 
parfait in between (at $1.75 per 
plate!). 
First Annual Conference 
     The First Annual Convention 
of Delta Kappa Gamma in Okla-
homa was held in Oklahoma City 
at the Skirvin Hotel, March 8-9, 
1935. The printed programs con-
tained a directory of the member-
ship of the four organized chap-
ters, of the state members and of 
the pledges. The directory 
showed that Alpha had thirty-
three active members and two 
honorary members; Beta consist-
ed of twenty-five members; Gam-
ma had seventeen members, and 
the recently organized Delta 
Chapter included fourteen mem-
bers, one of whom was an honor-
ary member. 
Oklahoma's Face is Red 
    For both the Birthday Lunch-
eon and Founders Banquet, guests 
were seated at round tables, each 
centered with a gorgeous bouquet 
of red roses, flanked with red can-
dles. It was a beautiful sight. 
When it was discovered later that 
at all meetings of Delta Kappa 
Gamma all sit at one table, Okla-
homa was quite chagrined. Ever 
since then her figurative and col-
lective face was red. The only 
excuse which can be offered is 
that at that time no print-
ed materials had been issued. 
 

"Stay At Home" Slogan Put 
Into Effect 
     The nation-wide slogan "Stay 
at Home'' was put into effect dur-
ing World War II...When an at-
tempt was made to plan for a state 
convention of Delta Kappa Gam-
ma, so much opposition was met 
that it was dropped. 
    A meeting of the Executive 
Board of Gamma State of Delta 
Kappa Gamma was held in Okla-
homa City, September 18, 1943. 
President Meagher reported a 
15% increase in membership—
which was decidedly above the 
national average. 
     Past President Donna Talley  
led the group in singing Happy 
Birthday and later the DKG song. 
     Members were then given the 
opportunity to share fond memo-
ries of their time in DKG. Many 
took the opportunity to share 
memories of events and people 
that have made the history of 
OSO a rich and vibrant one. 
     Beth Schieber, past state pres-
ident, then read her poem “In 
Dedication to Annie Webb Blan-
ton,” written for the DKG Gam-
ma State 1932-1992, history  
book  in celebration of (OSO) 
Gamma State’s 60th birthday. 
 

In Dedication to Annie Webb 
Blanton 

 
Our sixtieth anniversary we now 
celebrate 
All sixty-six chapters of Gamma 
State. 
 
We’ve revised and updated and 
recorded with care 
The history of Gamma State, a 
rather grand affair. 
 
From Alpha to Beta Phi, each 
chapter relates 
Their fondest memories and most 
important dates. 

We’re nearly finished, by not 
yet quite done 
We must pay tribute to a special 
someone. 
 
Each book is dedicated and ours 
is too. 
Annie Webb Blanton, this  
history’s for you. 
 
Our founder and leader, a Texas 
lady so true 
Our Society’s inspiration is all 
due to you. 
 
Honor and respect in the educa-
tion field 
You sought and demanded ‘til 
society did yield. 
 
An educator, woman and leader 
extraordinary 
You gave the Society Learning’s 
Lamp to carry. 
 
Under your guidance, dedication, 
and mentorship 
Our Society is now known for its 
leadership. 
 
International our Society has al-
ready become 
But we know that great work is 
yet to be done. 
 
Your dream is alive and doing 
quite well 
As from this state’s history you 
can easily tell. 
 
The work of our members, Gam-
ma State and worldwide 
Will nourish the purposes you did 
provide. 
 
Annie Webb Blanton, a name we 
venerate 
With this book your memory we 
do now celebrate. 
      
     The celebration was closed 
with the circle of members sing-
ing the DKG song. 



 

  Page 5          April 2022                            Volume LXIX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DKG Executive Director 

Nita R. Scott, CAE 
     Nita joined DKG Headquarters in 
August of 2011 – serving first as 
membership director and now as ex-
ecutive director.  
     Scott, an experienced educator, 
taught secondary mathematics and 
business in Tennessee and Arkansas 
before moving to Texas to work with 
DKG. During her career in educa-
tion, she chaired continuous im-
provement accreditation teams in 
two states and worked with the Ten-
nessee State Department of Educa-
tion as a presenter and instructor, as 
well as co-chair of the Standards 
Revision Team for Algebra I.   
     Inducted in 2005 as a member of 
DKG, Scott has served her Tennes-
see chapter as president and as the 
strategic action committee chair. At 
the state organization level in Ten-
nessee, she was a member of the 
membership committee and served 
as financial advisor to the conven-
tion steering committee. During her 
membership, she has conducted 
workshops at state organization, re-

gional and international conventions 
and presented as keynote speaker 
and panelist in a variety of sessions. 
As a member in Texas, she has 
served on the state organization lead-
ership seminar and membership 
committees.  
     With a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration (marketing and manage-
ment) and a Master of Science in 
Education with a concentration in 
Educational Leadership, Scott often 
uses data as a tool to enable Society 
leadership in marketing the Society 
and building membership. Scott, as a 
Certified Association Executive 
(CAE), provides Society leaders 
with insight regarding best practices 
for non-profit association govern-
ance.      
     As corporate secretary-treasurer, 
Scott is an ex-officio member of the 
International Administrative Board, 
Executive Board and DKG Interna-
tional Educators Foundation Board 
of Directors. She also serves as liai-
son for the Editorial Board as well as 
the International Leadership Devel-
opment, Constitution, and Holden 
Fund Committees. In addition, she 
manages the 17 member headquar-
ters staff and oversees Society opera-
tions. 
     Scott is also a member of the 
American Society of Association 
Executives (ASAE) and the Texas 
Society of Association Executives 
(TSAE).  In addition to attending 
conferences and seminars, she has 
worked with TSAE as a volunteer 
mentor for TSAE Leadership, panel-
ist for Learn@Lunch sessions, in-
structor for CAE Study Courses, and 

has served on task forces for con-
ference planning and for the asso-
ciation magazine. Scott is current-
ly serving a three-year term as a 
member of the TSAE Board of 
Directors. 
     Scott and husband, James, live 
in the countryside outside of Aus-
tin with five horses, three dogs, a 
cat, and a small herd of cattle. 
They enjoy raising quarter horses 
and participating in rodeo.  

     They have three dogs: Sadie Mae, 
the oldest, is a blue heeler they 
bought when she was almost 4 
weeks old. Little Dude, a border col-
lie, was left on their road and they 
finally just adopted him when they 
could not find his own-
er. Buddy Buddy is a dachshund-
Jack Russell terrier mix who was 
apparently dumped as well and 
found them one morning by coming 
in and jumping on the sofa when 
they let the other dogs in the house. 
He has been there ever since!  The 
cat, Tom Kitty, is another stray who 
claimed them as his humans and now 
runs the house.  

Above:  
Sadie 
Mae and 
Buddy 
Buddy 
relaxing. 

Right: 
Riding 
her mare 
Punkin 
which 
was 
bred and 
raised 
by them 

Mares and babies in the front yard 

Husband James 
doing what he 
loves 
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The DKG Dues Portal is now open for 

chapter treasurers to enter members’ 

payment for their 2022-2023 dues. 

Chapter treasurers should login to 

www.dkg.org, click on MyDKG then 

click on Chapter Connect. You will 

find Treasurer Training Dues Portal 

PowerPoints and PDF training 

documents on the Chapter Connect link. 

When you are ready to enter the dues for your chapter, click on Dues Portal.  

 

 

Please contact Diane Laase, Oklahoma State Organization (OSO) state treasurer 

 

  

(dlaase@hotmail.com) if you need assistance in logging in or gaining access to 

the Chapter Connect section of the Dues Portal. Only designated chapter 

treasurers have access to the Dues Portal. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   

The State Scholarship Fee is included in the dues. You do not 

need to add the Scholarship Fee!   

The Induction Fee for new members is NOT on the Dues Portal. When 

you induct new members, please add  $2.50 for each new member. 

Dues Collection Timeline: 

June 30 – Chapter treasurers should attempt to collect all dues by this date. Dues can be paid to the chapter 

treasurer in April, May and June for the 2022-2023 membership year. 

July 1 – Chapter treasurers begin sending dues to International and to OSO State Treasurer, Diane Laase. 

Please follow the directions on the printed order.  

August 1 – Automated notices are emailed to members whose dues have not been paid. Email reminders will also 

be sent to all treasurers to remind them to reach out to members who have not paid dues. 

September 1 – Second automated notices are emailed to members whose dues have 

not been paid. Email notices will also be sent to all treasurers to remind them that 

members who have not paid dues will be dropped October 1 if dues are not 

received. 

October 1 – Members who have not paid dues will be dropped. 

 

A few  

Questions? 

Oklahoma State Dues: 

Active member dues are $ 14.00. 

Reserve member dues are Colle-

giate member dues are $ 7.00. 

Oklahoma State dues: 

Active member dues are  $14.00. 
Reserve member dues are $7.00. 
Collegiate member dues are $7.00. 

International Dues: 

Active member dues are $ 40.00. 

Reserve member dues are $ 20.00. 

Collegiate member dues are $ 20.00. 

http://www.dkg.org
mailto:dlaase@hotmail.com
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     Past OSO president and 
past Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University  (SWOSU) 
president Dr. Joe Anna  Hibler 
is the subject of this insightful 
book about one of  OSO’s distin-
guished members, lecturers and 
leaders.   
     Dr. Joe Anna Hibler: One of 
the Fellows is written by Dr. Jill 
Jones Tourian and is available 
in paperback from Amazon. 
     Joe Anna Hibler is the quin-
tessential Oklahoman. One set of 
grandparents came into the Pan-
handle as children in covered 
wagons and lived in a house with 
a dirt floor. The other grandpar-
ents were wheat farmers in the 
1940s who, as many did, gave up 
the farm and moved into town to 
run a business. From humble be-
ginnings in a small town as the 
daughter of teachers she would 
take advantage of educational 
opportunities that led to her be-
coming a major educator and 
leader in the state. 

Starting with a job as a student 
secretary in the Art Department, 
she rose to become the first 
woman president of Southwest-
ern Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma, and on-
ly the second woman university 
president in the state of Oklaho-
ma. The building in which she 
had her first college class is now 
named after her, the Dr. Joe An-
na Hibler Education Center. 
While serving as the fifteenth 
president of Southwestern Okla-
homa State University and occu-
pying positions on many boards, 
she made significant contribu-
tions to her community and her 
state. During her eleven years as 
the chief administrator at 
SWOSU, she was instrumental in 
many historic changes. 
Her influence went beyond her 
own campus. She served as Chair 
of the Regional University Sys-
tem of Oklahoma (RUSO) and 
has served on numerous boards 
and foundations in the state. She 

was the first former president to 
serve as a Regent for RUSO. She 
has been active in reforms bene-
fiting women, specifically 
through the Women’s Foundation 
of Oklahoma. 
     This detailed account of her 
experiences over the years pro-
vides valuable historical infor-
mation about the state of Oklaho-
ma and the rising role of women 
in our society. 

      
     Dr. Joe Anna Hibler, Lambda 
Chapter, displays a recently pub-
lished biography  about her career and 
her tenure as president of Southwest-
ern Oklahoma State University from 
1990-2001.   
     She continues to serve on the 
Board of Regents for the Regional 
University System of Oklahoma.   
Her many honors include being in-
ducted into the Oklahoma Women’s 
Hall of Fame in 2007.   
     Dr. Jill Jones Tourian is the au-
thor of the biography, which is availa-
ble on Amazon and at Radcliff Book 
Store in Weatherford, Oklahoma. 
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INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
 

DKG International Conventions 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

July 12-16, 2022 
 

Future International Conferences 
 National Harbor, Maryland 2023 

Aurora, Colorado 2023 
 

DEADLINES 
 

International 
May 1  

Cornetet CIPD Applications  
International Committee Recommendations  

International committee applications  
Arts & Humanities Jury applications  

Editorial Board applications  
Founders' Day 

Bulletin: Journal submissions  
Report of Chapter Officers 

  
2022 Convention registration prices increase  

 

 
 
 

OKLAHOMA EVENTS 
 

Oklahoma State Organization Conference 
Oklahoma City 
June 3-4, 2022 

Embassy Suites 
1815 South Meridian 

 

           
DEADLINES 

 
 

OKLAHOMA STATE ORGANIZATION 
May 1 

Chapter Service Award Nomination Form 
Chapter Communication Award 

Annie Award  
Schools for Africa 

SEE  
Order of the Rose 
World Fellowship 

Arts & Humanities Jury application  
May 14  

Chapter Excellence Application 
 

Each year OSO ΔΚΓ offers scholarships to members pursuing advance degrees or certifica-
tions. The last few years donations have dropped due to Covid, isolations, lack of meetings and/or many 
other circumstances. To make matters worse, declining interest rates have brought little revenue to the 
coffers. 
 
This year OSO will be limited on the number and amount of scholarships given due to the limited funds  
in the budget. The committee will grant as much as possible this year, but next 
year looks bleak if something doesn’t happen soon. 
 
The state’s money-making project is the baskets sold during convention and con-
ferences. This money is split five ways. Each project is vital to the success of our 
membership.  What can we do?  What can you do? 
 
We need direction and funds to promote the projects of OSO DKG. 
There may be some members: 

Willing to make donations to the scholarship committee directly  
Donating in memory of a chapter member 
Finding ways to fix this problem 

Please contact me if you wish to donate or have ideas about how                                   Linda Gunsaulis 
to increase our scholarship fund.                                                                                        Chair  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Oklahoma State Organi-

zation 
The Delta Kappa Gamma  

Society International 
 

Published four times a year:  
October, December 

February, April 
 

Send e-mail articles to:  
triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com 

Beth Schieber, Editor 
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...promotes  
professional and  

personal growth of 
women educators 
and excellence in  

education. 

 
The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society  

International 
 

 

The International Office has established a new home.    
The new physical and mailing address:   

 
     

12710 Research 
Blvd. Suite 230    
Austin, Texas 

78759 
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Governor Signed 

SB 2 by Sen. Micheal Bergstrom, R-Adair, and Rep. Toni Hasenbeck, R-Elgin, prohibits athletes whose bio-
logical sex at birth was male from playing on female athletic teams. Parents/guardians of public school ath-
letes (or the student if 18 or older) must sign an annual affidavit acknowledging the student's biological sex 
at birth. Effective 3/31/2022.  

SB 1511 by Sen. Paul Rosino, R-OKC, and Rep. John Pfeiffer, R-Mulhall, prohibits medical marijuana com-
mercial growers from being within 1,000 feet from a public or private school, while grandfathering in facil-
ities currently within 1,000 feet.The bill does not force facilities to move if a public or private school opens 
within 1,000 feet of their current site. Effective 3/30/2022.  

 
Senate Education Committee Passed 

HB 3092 by Rep. Kyle Hilbert, R-Depew, and Sen. James Leewright, R-Bristow, requires a library media pro-
gram to be reflective of the community standards for the population the library media center serves when 
acquiring an age-appropriate collection of print materials, nonprint materials, multimedia resources, equip-
ment, and supplies adequate in quality and quantity to meet the needs of students in all areas of the library 
media program.   

HB 3373 by Rep. Tammy West, R-Bethany, and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton, R-Muskogee, clarifies that the 
SBE can only approve a petition to add books to the approved list of textbooks in unusual or extraordinary cir-
cumstances. Any petitions to add books must include a rigorous review of the suggested textbooks.  
HB 3564 by Rep. Mark McBride, R-Moore, and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton, R-Muskogee, requires the State 
Regents for Higher Education to establish a scholarship program to incentivize students to go into the teaching 
field. The program shall last at least five years, as funding is available. Under the program, a scholarship recip-
ient must agree to teach in an Oklahoma public school for a minimum of five years. A student would receive a 
$1,000 scholarship for the first three years of college, and $2,500 for their final year. It further authorizes the 
Regents to make employment incentive payments to the students after they have graduated. Upon graduation 
from an approved teacher preparation program, a teacher may receive a payment of up to $4,000 a year, upon 
satisfactory service as documented by the employing school district, for up to five years. A student shall be 
considered for the program if they have graduated from an Oklahoma high school, meet admission standards, 
and declare a major in an approved teacher preparation program that leads to a standard teaching certificate.  
HB 3656 by Rep. Danny Sterling, R-Tecumseh, and Sen. Darrell Weaver, R-Moore, allows school districts to 
offer an elective course in law enforcement to students in grades 11 and 12.  
HB 4393 by Rep. Rhonda Baker, R-Yukon, and Sen. Zack Taylor, R-Seminole, amends current law to require 
the OEQA to annually (rather than every three years) conduct the educator supply and demand study and re-
quires identification of areas of teacher shortage by region, county, school district and subject area.  
HB 3658 by Rep. Danny Sterling, R-Tecumseh, and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton, R-Muskogee, removes the re-
quirement an alternatively certified a teacher candidate pass the general education portion of the teacher com-
petency examination. It also removes the requirement for the Commission on Educational Quality and Ac-
countability to adopt a general education competency exam.  
HB 4195 by Rep. Jon Echols, R-OKC, and Sen. Adam Pugh, R-Edmond, allows students in 9th and 10th grade 
to receive a tuition waiver for up to six credits of concurrent enrollment courses, subject to the availability of 
funding.  

House Common Education Passed    
 SB 1429 by Sen. John Haste, R-Broken Arrow, and Rep. Danny Sterling, R-Tecumseh, allows the SBE to 
grant an alternative teaching certificate to someone with a master’s degree. It also allows a person with a mas-
ter’s degree who is seeking traditional teacher certification to be exempt from taking the general education por-
tion of the teacher competency exam.        

https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=fbbd54372c&e=6adf402d05
https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=c68f4f1b9a&e=6adf402d05
https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=ffcfbb0609&e=6adf402d05
https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=4e46f2ff38&e=6adf402d05
https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=33dd1b6a3e&e=6adf402d05
https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=8245e61bdc&e=6adf402d05
https://ossba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a654b89867fe89b24cb1c924f&id=a5862bbe63&e=6adf402d05
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20FLR/SFLR/HB3658%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20ENGR/hB/HB4195%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20ENGR/SB/SB1429%20ENGR.PDF
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     Since the DKG Supporting 
Corporation and the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Educational Foundation 

have merged into the DKG In-
ternational Educators Founda-
tion, we have also merged the 

two AmazonSmile accounts. 
     You need to follow these steps 
to support the new foundation: 
Go into your  
AmazonSmile account 
1. Up on the top left-hand side     
      under the search bar, you will      
      see what cause you are  
      currently supporting. 
2. Click on the arrow to the  
      right.         
      of the cause you have chosen 
3.   Click on change. 
4. Type in DKG International     
      Educators Foundation and  
      then click the search button. 
5. Once you see the name of the  
      foundation, click select. 
      That’s it! Now shop! 

AmazonSmile:  
Support the DKG International Educators Foundation 

     Ann Ca-
navan, Al-
pha Chap-
ter member 
and Library 
Media Spe-
cialist at 
Roosevelt 
Elementary, 

shared book reviews of two 
books at the March meeting.  
     The first book was Sewing 
Stories:  Harriet Powers’ Jour-
ney from Slave to Artist written 
by Barbara Herkert and illustrat-
ed by Vanessa Brantley-Newton.       
     Harriet was born into slavery 
in Georgia in the 1830s, and as 
she grew, she learned Bible sto-
ries, which later inspired her quilt 
work. Harriet eventually married 
and had a family. Her sewing 
skills helped her earn money to 
raise her nine children. Only two 
of Harriet’s quilts have survived 

and both are in museums—one in 
the American History Museum of 
the Smithsonian, the other in the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.  
Her quilts are recognized as ex-
cellent examples of Southern 
quilting from the nineteenth cen-
tury. 
     The second book Ann shared  
was The Oldest Student: How 
Mary Walker Learned to Read 
by Rita Lorraine Hubbard and 
illustrated by Oge Mora.   
     Mary Walker was born into 
slavery in Alabama during the 
1840s. She was freed in 1863 af-
ter the Emancipation Proclama-
tion was passed.  Mary was given 
a Bible as a young woman, but 
she was unable to read the 
“marks” in the Bible. After work-
ing her entire life in a variety of 
jobs, raising her family and ulti-
mately outliving her entire fami-
ly, Mary entered a reading class 

at the age of 114 years old.    
     The key theme of the book 
was no one is ever too old to 
learn. Ann said she cried as she 
read the book  because Mary’s 
story was so moving. 

Article taken 
from: 

Alpha Bits 
April 2022 

Vol. 42 
Issue 8 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6066228
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Wanted— 

"Carolers"  for our 

OSO Conference.  

      
Practice is Friday be-

fore the first session.    

     The new and greatly improved 
DKG app is here. This app will 
quickly become your “go-to” 
source for information from Inter-
national. 
Download and Login Instruc-
tions 
     First, delete the old app. (Need 
directions for deleting? Follow 
these links: Apple. Android) 
     The new app is free to down-
load and is password protected. 
Once you have accessed the app, 
you will be prompted to login. 
Please use the email that the DKG 
has on file for you, then push the 

'Email Password' button. You'll 
receive an email walking you 
through how to establish the pass-
word of your choosing. Once com-
pleted, login to the app with your 
email address and new password 
and explore!   
     Navigate using the Menu but-
ton (3 horizontal lines) in the up-
per left corner. 
To get the Delta Kappa Gamma 
365 mobile app : 
- iPhone and iPad users--search 
“DKG 365” or “Delta Kappa 
Gamma" in the Apple App Store. 
- Android users--search 

“DKG365” or “Delta Kappa Gam-
ma" in the Google Play Store. 
- Blackberry, Windows, laptops--
go to this address on your 
smartphones or computer browsers 
(omit 
www): https://dkg.gatherdigital.co
m 
 What is in the new app? 
     You will have access to calen-
dars/deadlines, news, messages, 
links, documents and more. The 
headings clearly define each sec-
tion. All topics, messages, news 
and links are hyperlinked … just 
click and go!  

https://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/how-to-delete-apps-on-an-iphone/
https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-delete-android-apps-1616133
https://dkg.gatherdigital.com/
https://dkg.gatherdigital.com/
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     Bound for the “Big Easy”! 
Scheduled for July 12-16, the 
DKG 2022 International Conven-
tion in New Orleans —often called 
the “Big Easy” — is approaching 
quickly. Register for the conven-
tion and secure your hotel reserva-
tion at www.dkg.org/events. The 
convention agenda is packed with 
speakers and sessions, providing a 
variety of opportunities from 
which you can select.  
     Electing new international of-
ficers and voting on proposed 
amendments to the governing doc-
uments are Society business mat-
ters that will take place at the con-
vention. Every DKG member has 
a voice, so make your vote count 
by attending the convention. En-
joy networking with women from 
across the globe while enjoying 

the sights and sounds of an excit-
ing city! Attendees are encouraged 
to bring family and friends to ex-
perience the city as DKG members 
participate in the Society’s first in-
person convention since 2018.      
     Many activities are available 
throughout New Orleans, such as 
the Audubon Aquarium of the 
Americas, the National World War 
II Museum, and a steamboat ride 
on the Mississippi. A walk around 
Jackson Square is a must.  
     Tours of Mardi Gras World can 
give visitors an up-close and per-
sonal experience of the floats and 
costumes; purchase a ticket to the 
DKGIEF event to be held there to 
enjoy it with other convention at-
tendees. Each member is also in-
vited to engage in the convention 
events by becoming a volunteer.   

     Sign-Up Genius will be utilized 
to offer members a variety of ways 
to be involved in the success of the 
convention; visit the Events page 
on the DKG website to find the 
link. Consider signing up to work 
at registration and meet new 
friends. Be a table decorator or 
hostess — or both. Share your 
smile as a hospitality volunteer or 
room monitor — or be willing to 
help wherever you are needed.           
     Won’t you consider being a 
volunteer for the 2022 DKG Inter-
national Convention? Check the 
DKG website at www.dkg.org to 
stay updated on what is happening 
at the convention. View a video 
message from President Becky 
Sadowski, read the convention 
blog, reserve your hotel room, and 
register for the event.  

    If you are heading to New Orleans for the international convention, consider extending your stay and 
taking part in the next Go Ahead Tour?  
     DKG and Go Ahead Tours is offering a tour of the American South, from New Orleans to Memphis, 
following the convention. Included highlights are the French Quarter, Antebellum Natchez, Vicksburg 
National Military Park, a steamboat river cruise, and a Louisiana Bayou Tour. An optional excursion 
to Graceland and Sun Studios is also available. 
     A member of the Non-Dues Revenue Committee says that "traveling with DKG and Go Ahead 
Tours is affordable, convenient, and just plain fun. Having been on tours to Alaska and Costa Rica, I 
have made life-long friends as well as learning about the area and culture from local experts. The tours 
include planned activities as well as additional options for exploration. If you have a chance, definitely 
take advantage of any and all upcoming tours. You will not be disappointed!" 
     It's not too late for you to take advantage of the American South tour. DKG’s Ambassador for this 
tour is Dr. Beverly Hall. Additional information can be found at dkg.org. 



 

 

 

 

     Each DKG member in the 
United States is a member of the 
U.S. Forum at chapter and state 
levels and when attending region-
al conferences and international 
Conventions.   
     The U.S. Forum is dedicated 
to being an advocate for women, 
children, and education by imple-
menting actions which enable 
change and improvement in so-
cial institutions, systems, legisla-
tion, and practices that impose 
hardships or impacts negatively 
on individuals, groups or fami-
lies. 
     Are you interested in advocat-
ing for women, children, and ed-
ucation?  Join the US Forum as a 
Steering Committee member.  
Each member of the US Forum 

has an equal opportunity to be 
nominated and elected to a posi-
tion on the Steering Committee.     
     You will serve a two-year 
term as Regional Representative 
or Chair of the Steering Commit-
tee.   
     If you are interested, go to the 
US Forum website at 
www.dkgusforum.com and com-
plete the US Forum Candidate 
Registration form and submit it 
by email to the US Forum Chair 
Barbara Bostwick-Quinn by May 
15, 2022. 
     Keep updated on Federal Bills 
and Committee Action.  Infor-
mation regarding your Senators 
and congressional House Repre-
sentatives can be found at Con-
gress.gov.  This website is a great 

resource.  You can manage areas 
of interest by signing up for Mon-
day alerts. This short video con-
nection shows you how to sign 
up:  https://www.congress.gove/
help/tips/managing-alerts. 
Keep our legislators accountable! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandra Pendergraft 
Chair 

  Page 14         April 2022                           Volume LXIX 

WOULDN’T IT BE 
WONDERFUL? 
 Wouldn’t it be wonderful 

if in 2022, the call for all 
officer and committee 
nominees are received 
before the December 1, 
2022, deadline! 

 Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if the incoming presiden-
tial nominee has so many 
applications for commit-
tees that she has more 
than enough to fill every 
position! 

 Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if we have the largest 
group of ladies at our 

conference on June 3-4, 
2022, where nomination 
forms would be availa-
ble! 

 Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if our younger members 
are excited about serving 
in Oklahoma State Or-
ganization positions! 

     If you have never consid-
ered serving at the state lev-
el, remember it is never too 
late!  Look at the nomination 
forms on the website and 
consider serving. The appli-
cation forms are easy to 
complete and the nomina-
tions committee will be ex-

cited to receive them. If you 
have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me 
or any of the nomination 
committee. 
     Let’s make this a success-
ful year for Oklahoma State 
Organiza-
tion.  
     I look 
forward to 
receiving 
your 
forms. 
 

Suzanne 
Ritter, 
Chair                                                     

http://www.dkgusforum.com
https://www.congress.gove/help/tips/managing-alerts
https://www.congress.gove/help/tips/managing-alerts
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  It is  almost that time of year.   
     Things are winding down in 
our classroom. The glimpse of 
summer travel is on the horizon.    
     While you make those plans, 
please consider marking June 3rd 
and 4th on your calendar. Why? 
This is the date for our OSO Con-
ference.       
     Registration is available at 
okdkg.org. I look forward to this 
weekend every year. It is held at 
the Embassy Suites in Oklahoma 
City.   
     This year’s theme is "The 
Gifts DKG Gives Us." Dig out 
your Christmas PJs and plan on 
joining us for some hot chocolate, 
treats, and some make and take 
activities.  
     Saturday is fun-filled with 
awards presented to chapters in 

the state.     
     The state essay winners will 
present their compositions, and  
informative breakout sessions are 
planned. In addition, there are 
two meals available for pur-
chase.  
     The best part of the OSO con-
ference, however, is meeting 
teachers throughout our great 
state. I know you will make some 
life- long friendships there. 
     If you want to make the most 
of the weekend, grab a few DKG 
sisters and rent a room at the ho-
tel. Although the drive to the 
event may not be far, the experi-
ence of being there in the middle 
of all the activity is worth it.  
     I would like to challenge 
chapters to offer scholarship op-
portunities to their members. 
Chapters could sponsor a hotel 

room, a meal, or pay the way for 
a first-timer to the conference. 
     Please let me, Shelly Hudson, 
know if you have any questions. 
See you all there soon!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelly Hudson 
Convention Chair 

OSO Secretary 

 
 

 
 

DKGIEF Fundraiser — In New Orleans 

Get a behind-the-scenes look at the Mardi Gras Parade and Floats! 

Wednesday, July 13, 2022    

This includes bus transportation & multiple catered food stations in the 

Grand Oaks Mansion.  This is an amazing opportunity-I have it on my 

calendar!  
(Beth Schieber, Board of Directors, DKGIEF) 

 



 

     Many members have been 
challenged this year by hurri-
canes, fires, floods, or other natu-
ral disasters. On December 10, 
2021, at least six states — Arkan-
sas, Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, 
Mississippi and Tennessee — 
were hit by tornadoes on Friday 
night, according to reports from 
the National Weather Service.  
     Think of the number of 
DKG members in those 6 states 
that will need the help of our 
Emergency Fund.  You can 
help by donating to the 
DKGIEF and designating the 
Emergency Fund for your do-
nation. 
     If a member is in need of as-
sistance from the Emergency 
Fund, she can send a request with 
the member’s name and current 
address (especially if she is no 
longer in her home) to our Okla-
homa State Organization presi-
dent.  
     You can use the interactive 
form on the website (under Forms 

> General) Thank you notes from 
recipients of a $500 Emergency 
Fund check are heartwarming.    
     Not in need of assistance? 
Consider contributing 

at www.dkg.org/DKGIEFdonate. 
     Following a 1948 flood that 
destroyed Vanport, Oregon, a 
plea for help in the DKG NEWS 
resulted in more than $3,000 that 
became the Emergency Fund. The 
fund continues as natural disasters 
affect members. Contributions 
demonstrate the Society’s 
“genuine spiritual fellowship.  

• 2010-2015 Record storms, 
flooding, tornadoes, hurri-
canes (Sandy et al) and wild 
fires resulted in checks in ex-
cess of $125,500 for 283+ 
members.  

• 2000-2009 In 2000-01 Emer-
gency Fund checks increased 
from $200 to $500. Florida 
remembers 2004’s Hurricanes 
Charley, Frances, Ivan and 
Jeanne. Gulf Coast state or-

ganizations remember 
Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, when approximately 
$400,000 went to members. 
Hurricane Ike stormed his 
way into the Gulf Coast and 
inland North America in 
2008. Members in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee, Vermont, Wash-
ington and Wisconsin suf-
fered from flooding, forest 
fires and tornadoes. 

• 1990-1999 Hurricanes, floods 
and forest fires hit members 
in Florida, Hawaii, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Dakota, New Mexico and 
Texas. 

• 1980-1989 The 1980s brought 
earthquakes, fires, tornadoes 
and hurricanes (including Hu-
go) for members in 21 state 
organizations. 

• 1970-1979 Mud slides, flood-
ing and tornadoes meant that 
members in 18 state organiza-
tions received Emergency 
Fund checks. 

• 1960-1969 Hurricane Ca-
mille, earthquakes and torna-
does hit members from Alas-
ka to Louisiana. 

• 1948-1959 From initial funds 
sent to Vanport evacuees to 
help 72 teachers and their 
families start anew, the Emer-
gency Fund continued to aid 
members in Kansas, Illinois, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas 
and other states. Members 
from nearly 60 state organiza-
tions received Emergency 
Fund checks.  
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https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/reports/211210_rpts.html
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/reports/211210_rpts.html
https://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Forms/General/DKGMember/Forms/General%20Forms.aspx
https://www.dkg.org/DKGIEFdonate


 

Exciting Opportunity for 
Artists During the DKG 

International Convention  
     Calling all DKG creative art-
ists to New Orleans, affectionate-
ly known as The Big Easy! The 
Arts and Humanities Jury is ex-
cited to announce the addition of 
a Member Art Gallery at the So-
ciety’s international convention 
scheduled for July 12-16, 2022.  
     The Member Art Gallery will 
showcase members’ talents in the 
visual and literary arts and musi-
cal composition.  
     This multifaceted art exhibit 
will be open for viewing on Fri-
day and Saturday, July 15 and 16, 
for convention attendees’ enjoy-
ment. The easy application pro-
cess follows the Art Gallery sub-
mission categories and format.  

     Here are details to consider as 
you prepare to share your art: 
• Each DKG member may sub-

mit only one work of art. 
• Work submitted must be orig-

inal (not from kits), one-of-a-
kind, and creative. 

• All media, both two-
dimensional and three-
dimensional, will be consid-
ered. This includes but is not 
limited to painting, drawing, 
jewelry, ceramics, sculpture, 
photography, quilting, em-
broidery, needlepoint, stained 
glass, or mosaic. 

• Creative writing can be dis-
played on two panels side by 
side. 

• Artists must upload an image 
of their entry to be reviewed 
by the Arts and Humanities 

Jury.  
     Selections will be those that 
reflect the most originality and 
quality within the space limita-
tions of the venue.  
Note: Submissions will not be 
accepted that violate the Socie-
ty’s position on inclusivity 
(religion, race, sexual orientation/
gender, etc.). 
     Applications must be submit-
ted by 11:00 p.m. CST on June 4, 
2022.  
     All applicants must be current 
Delta Kappa Gamma members.  
     Members must apply via Ap-
plication for the Member Art 
Gallery, found on the DKG web-
site under Events > New Orleans 
> Forms along with information 
about the application and selec-
tion process. 
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     Each member is invited to engage in the convention events by 

becoming a volunteer. Sign-Up Genius will be utilized to offer 

members a variety of ways to be involved in the success of the con-

vention; visit the Events page on the DKG website to find the 

link.  

• Consider signing up to work at registration and meet new      

      friends.  

• Be a table decorator or hostess — or both.  

• Share your smile as a hospitality volunteer or room monitor —  

      or be willing to help wherever you are needed.  

    Won’t you consider being a volunteer for the  

2022 DKG International Convention? 
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   Dr. Linda Johnson Hunt, 
Mu Chapter, passed away 
peacefully at home surround-
ed by her family on February 
12, 2022, after a long illness 
that she said was part of life 
as you go on down the road.    
     As a young girl, Linda 
was struck, like many chil-
dren of that time, with polio. 
She spent many months in 
the Comanche County hospi-
tal by herself looking out at 

the view of Mt. Scott. During this time, her determi-
nation to become a doctor grew, and she thrived de-
spite dealing with the effects of her polio infection 
for the rest of her life.  
     Upon graduation from Chickasha High School 
and Oklahoma College for Women (now the Univer-
sity of Science and Arts of Oklahoma), Linda attend-
ed the University of Oklahoma Medical School. She 
was always determined to help those in need medi-
cally and even embarked upon a medical internship 
mission to Ghana and Malaysia after completing 
medical school.  
     Always one to break barriers, Dr. Johnson rea-
soned, lobbied, and cajoled until she was accepted as 
the first woman ever into OU's surgical program.       
     Upon completion of her residency, she returned to 
Chickasha and began practicing at the Chickasha 
Clinic (now Southern Plans Medical Group) and 
Grady Memorial Hospital. Despite some thinking 
that surgery was not the right place for a "little slip 
of a girl," Dr. Johnson persevered and built a thriving 

practice until her full retirement in 2017.  
     Soon after moving back to Chickasha, Dr. John-
son married Clayton Hunt, and they had three chil-
dren - Gina, David and Mahlon Houston - and settled 
on a farm in the Cement area near Lake Burtschi. A 
devoted mother, she juggled many roles as she sup-
ported and cheered her children in many activities, 
sang in the church choir, trained & mentored numer-
ous other nurses, doctors and physician assistants, 
and operated at all hours of the day and night.  
 
      

 
           

  

 

 

 

“We will always be grateful for our sisters who have 
left us. They strengthened us for our future journey 
and will forever be a part of who we are as a Socie-
ty.”  Becky Sadowski. 

       When you send deceased member infor-
mation to Dr. Jamie Polk, please also send Beth 
Schieber a picture and an article about the life 
and Society membership of each deceased chapter 
member. 
Beth Schieber, editor of The Limelighter. 
triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com  

     Many insur-
ance options are 
available through 
your Delta Kappa 
Gamma member-
ship. These op-

tions are lower in cost through the groups benefits. 
     Liberty Mutual covers property. Boon-Chapman 

insures life and health. Long Term Care Resources 
has partnered with DKG.  Even your pet can be in-
sured through VPI Pet Insurance. Also, ID Theft As-
sist is available with the group buying power.   
     Go to the DKG website, click “About,” click  for 
“How to Become a Member,” and then “Insurance 
Benefits.” 
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Lambda Chap-
ter welcomes 
career educator 
Carla Moore of 
Clinton. She 
was initiated 
during the April 
meeting.   
Conducting the 
ceremony were, 
from left, Sha-
ron Simmons, 
Becky Trent, 
Patsy 
Chasteen, initi-
ate Carla 
Moore, and 
Lambda presi-
dent, Marva 
Webb. 
     
 

Chapter Honors Members 
     At the April meeting, Lambda 
Chapter honored every member 
with a certificate showing years 
of membership.  Two members of 
Lambda were honored for a long 
and illustrious membership in 
Delta Kappa Gamma.   
     Dr. Joe Anna Hibler was 
honored for her 55 years of mem-
bership, including her service as 
state DKG president from 1981-
1983.  Dr. Hibler serves as nomi-
nations chair in Lambda Chapter. 
Sharon Simmons also was hon-
ored for 50 years of membership.  
Sharon serves with Dr. Hibler on 
the nominations committee and 
has been a vital and active mem-
ber of Delta Kappa Gamma 
throughout her membership. 
       In addition to these excellent 
long-time members, each mem-
ber of Lambda was honored with 

a certificate showing the number 
of years she had been part of 
DKG, from Patsy Chasteen who 
was honored for 40 years of ser-
vice, to Becky Trent, who is a 
one-year member!     
___________________________  
 
Right: Brenda Archer, Lambda 

Chapter educator in Hammon 

Public Schools, has taught Eng-

lish and speech for 44 years. She 

recently accompanied speech jun-

ior student, Quinby Rainey, to 

the State 3A-6A Speech Tourna-

ment in April  where Quinby 

placed 3rd in Original Oratory. At 

state, there were 1200 students 

from across Oklahoma, compet-

ing in eight events. Ms. Archer 

describes Quinby as a natural 

leader, a gifted athlete,  an aca-

demic powerhouse who ranks at 

the top of her class and as a gifted 

speech student. 
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              President                                             1st Vice-president                                 2nd Vice-president                             
           Joann Rogers                                              Kenyelle Williams                                       Jen Evans                  

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE 
     Alpha Chapter’s virtual February meeting featured guest speakers Brienne and Kyle Parker.  Brienne 
teaches literature at Midwest City Middle School and Kyle is the Director of Operations at Not Your Average 
Joe Coffee. When Brienne and Kyle were searching for a job for their son who is on the autism spectrum, 
they found Not Your Average Joe Coffee Company. The company was founded in 2019 in Oklahoma City by 
Tim Herbel, who is the executive director.  The mission of Not Your Average Joe Coffee (NYAJ) is “to in-

spire our community by including adults with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities in the creation of exceptional coffee in an encouraging 
atmosphere.”  
     The Parkers shared some troubling statistics about intellectually and 
developmentally disabled (IDD) adults in the United States. Approxi-
mately 80% of all IDD adults are unemployed or under-employed in the 
U.S. It is estimated that 50% of employed IDD adults in the United States 
make less than $2.50 an hour.  Many times employers do not train IDD 
workers in skills they can transfer to other jobs. NYAJ strives to change 
the jobs picture for IDD workers. 
     NYAJ started in 2019 with one coffee shop in Midtown Oklahoma 
City.  It now has five coffee shops—four in the Oklahoma City area and a 
fifth in Broken Arrow.  The shops offer not only “exceptional coffee” but 
breakfast burritos, scones, quiche, sandwiches, salads, cake, cookies, 
AND homemade ice cream.  With the opening of each NYAJ eight to 
twelve IDD adults will get jobs.  https://www.nyaj.coffee/ 

Pictured are Not Your Average 
Joe Director of Operations-Kyle 
Parker and Midwest City Middle 
School Teacher Brienne Parker. 

 
 

2022-2024 
Alpha 

Chapter  
Officers 

   

              Secretary                                                       Treasurer                                                  Editor 
          Ann Canavan                                       Lori Richardson-Morphew                                Alice Pettit 
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FEBRUARY ALPHA VIRTUAL MEETING 
Other members attended virtually, but not all were in the screenshot.   
Top Row:  Jen Evans, Lee Peacock Jones, Joann Rogers and Lori Richardson Morphew 
2nd Row:  Ruthanne Reitz, Alice Pettit, Kenzie Richardson and Ann Canavan 
3rd Row:  Stacy Wehrenberg, Karen Stoss, Kandy Bishop and Melissa  Jones 
4th Row:  Rhi Murray, Kathy Black and Kenyelle Waiters 
Our guest speaker was Tyrea Craig who brought us important information on Equity, Diversity, and Inclu-
sion.   

 BOOK REVIEW 
Alpha mem-
ber and li-
brary media 
specialist 
Melissa 
Jones  intro-
duced the 
Chapter to 
three books 
that may be 
read to or 

with students.  
     DON’T TOUCH MY HAIR! 
written and illustrated by Sharee 
Miller is an entertaining book 

that tells the story of Aria and 
how she sets boundaries with 
people who want to touch her 
hair.  
     HAIR LOVE written by Mat-
thew A. Cherry and illustrated 
by Vashti Harrison relates how 
Zuri’s dad decides to help with 
Zuri’s hair because of her moth-
er’s prolonged hospitalization.  A 
movie based on HAIR LOVE 
won the 2020 Academy Award 
for Best Animated Short Film.   
     I AM ENOUGH written by 
Grace Byers and illustrated by 
Keturah Bobo is written as a 

rhyming poem and consistently 
discusses feeling confident in 
oneself.  The illus-
trations are beauti-
ful.  
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     (Left): Beta Beta contributes 
money and service to Yukon High 
School’s Partner’s Club Prom which 
was held on March 25, 2022.  The 
theme this year was “A Night To 
Shine!”  It was sponsored by the 
Partner’s Club members and advi-
sors from Yukon High School.   
     The English Language Develop-
ment (ELD) department of Yukon 
Public Schools provided the desserts 
for the night. Beta Beta Chapter 
members Kathryn Plumb, Evelyn 
Hawk and Tonya Taylor are part 
of that department.     
     Several ELD members, their 
families and Beta Beta sisters Jen-
nie Wilmes and Neta Duke helped 
serve the meal, desserts and drinks 
for the special night.  
     Guests enjoyed a catered meal 
from Primo’s consisting of a salad, 
bread sticks and two types of pasta.      
Attendees had a choice of sweet or 
unsweetened tea, lemonade or water 
to drink. Desserts consisted of vari-
ous cookies, brownie bites, rice 
krispies treats, cream puffs and 
eclairs.  
     It was a wonderful night to cele-
brate the special needs students of 
Yukon High School, as well as their 
families. Thank you to our chap-
ter for continuing to donate mone-
tarily to this wonderful service 
project.  
       

Above: Kathryn Plumb, Jennie Wilmes, Tonya Taylor and Neta 
Duke take a short break while spending the evening assisting with the 
Partner’s Club Prom. These ladies also helped by serving the attendees 
a delicious meal from Primo’s. Partners Prom is an annual service pro-
ject of Beta Beta. 

     Chapter member Kandy Myers, presented the program SCHOLAR-
SHIPS at our last chapter meeting. Because we are a SCHOLARSHIP 
chapter, a large percentage of our monies are used for this purpose.   
     Whether you are retired or not, there are multiple scholarship funds 
at the chapter, state and international level. The forms are short, simple 
and available.  
     If you are wanting to travel, speak, grow professionally or entice a 
colleague to join us, the scholarships 
are so attainable. Maybe you want to 
further your education, attend a sum-
mer class, or encourage someone 
who needs the financial help to at-
tend school. If you have been an ac-
tive member for at least two years, 
you are eligible. Look into scholar-
ships! 
     State and International scholar-
ships are easy to locate at okdkg.org 
and international at dkg.org. 
     Many have taken advantage of 
these monies as groups or individu-
als. Isn’t it wonderful to know that 
you are a part of something so big 
and wonderful that could benefit and 
inspire many of your friends, stu-
dents and colleagues? 
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Kandy Myers, Jennie Wilmes and 
Kathryn Plumb let the friendship show.  

Jeanne Riggs, Kathleen Smith, and Trudy Capraro 
share a moment of friendship and Christmas joy. 

Above: Jennie Wilmes, Shelly Hudson, prospective members Rosealyn Harrison and Haley Furr, Beth 
Schieber (in background), Sharon Myrick and hostess Kay Casper pose for a group picture at the Prospec-
tive Member Tea. It is easy to tell there was fun to be had. 

Below: Eighth grade essay winners Teagan Peterson (second place), Emerson Neumann (honorable men-
tion), Abagail Zachariah (first place) and Kenlea Jefferson (third place) pose with their extraordinary 
teacher Mrs. Rachel Anderson. 
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     Certificates and cash awards 
were presented to the following 
seventh grade essay winners: 
third place winner Bentlee 
Bernard from Fairview; sec-
ond place winner, Baylor Sei-
fried from Fairview; and first 
place winner Ridge Cottrill 
from Fairview.  
     In the eighth grade, third 
place winner was Biby Navar-
ro from Ringwood; second 

place was Ashlyn Hammer 
from Fairview; and first place 
winner was Carson Faulk from 
Fairview.  
      The two first-place winners 
were sent to the state level for 
competition. 
    This year’s eassay topic was 
“Explain How Kindness Can 
Bring Unity in Our World To-
day.”   
     Special thanks goes to Angie      

       Seifried, Fairview 
seventh grade English teacher; 
Cinnamon White, Fairview 
eighth grade English teacher; 
and Kathy Kliewer, seventh 
and eighth grade Ringwood 
English teacher for submitting 
the essays of their students.  
     We look forward to students 
from both schools entering our 
annual contest next year!  

Left to Right: Ashlyn 
Hammer, second place 
winner in the eighth 
grade level, accepts con-
gratulations from essay 
chair Vicki Woods.   
 
Center: Carson Faulk, 
who read her first place 
essay, had her essay sent 
to OSO for state review. 
 
Not pictured: Third 
place winner  was Biby 
Navarro from Ring-
wood. Biby was not able 
to attend but has re-
ceived her award.  

ABOVE: Left to Right: 
Bentlee Bernard sev-
enth grade winner reads 
her third place essay.  
 
Vicki Woods, Beta Mu 
essay chair, smiles as 
she presents Baylor Sei-
fried, second place win-
ner, his certificate. 
 
Ridge Cottrill, first 
place winner, had his 
essay sent to the OSO 
for the state competi-
tion.   
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    Sydney Martens, 
granddaughter of member 
Cheryl Hastings, was surprised 
with the news that she was se-
lected as a top five finalist for 
the KOCO/Eskridge Honda 
Free Ride Scholarship.  
     Finalists receive a $5,000 
scholarship and a chance to be 
named the winner of a new 
2022 Honda Civic and an addi-
tional $25,000 scholarship. Here 
Sydney is working with some 
elementary students filming a 
commercial for a calculus pro-
ject. 

Above Right: Pictured with the maker of 
her quilt, Grandmother Linda Gunsaulis, 
is Dr. Mattie Kendall (Left) and her hus-
band Coty. 

Cheryl Has-
tings is grand-
mother of Syd-
ney Marten. 

     The DKG International Arts and Humanities Jury an-
nounces that your quilt titled  ‘Mattie’s Quilt’ has been ac-
cepted into the DKG Fine Arts Gallery for those entrants of 
the January 15 — February 15 submission period. 
     The unveiling of the new DKG Fine Arts Gallery is ex-
pected by mid-April. Linda’s work will be displayed on the 
gallery for six months, after which it will be archived for 
two years.   
     Linda explains, “My granddaughter Mattie was ready 
to graduate with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree 
and was planning a May wedding. She told me she wanted 
a simple décor for the reception and in January told me she 
would like to use quilt squares and jars with wild flowers 
for the centerpieces. She wanted to know if I would make 
them and after the wedding make them into a quilt.   
     I had never pieced a quilt, but, of course, I told her yes! 
I met her at the quilt shop and she chose the fabric. The 
squares were ready for her wedding, and the quilt was fin-
ished in November. They didn’t receive their quilt until 
Christmas.”   

Right: Geraldine Burns-Maycumber, charter member of Beta Mu and 41 year 
member of DKG, celebrated her 100th Birthday in April. Mrs. Burns taught Eng-
lish for 44 years and retired in 1988. She earned her bachelor’s degree at Phillips 
University in Enid, and she was Oklahoma Teacher of the Year in 1987. She has 
served as Mission Mentor for Fairview Public Schools and has been an officer for 
the Major County Retired Educators where she headed the development of the Ma-
jor County Rural School History Collection.  
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     Joyce Hess received 
her 40-year pin as a 
member of Delta Kappa Gamma 
this year. Joyce is the only cur-
rent chapter member in Beta Nu 
when it began in 1981.  
     Joyce began her teaching ca-
reer in 1969 in 3rd grade at Mus-
tang Elementary where she 
taught  for 8 years and then 
moved to 1st grade for the re-
mainder of her 32 years in the 
classroom.  
     After retirement, Joyce be-
came media center assistant at 
Mustang Creek Elementary.     
Joyce continues to be active in 
Beta Nu, serving as a frequent 
host for our annual garages sales 
and leading us in our Delta Kap-
pa Gamma Song. The chapter is 
truly blessed to have her as a 
member.  

Left: Beta Nu Chapter held its 
March meeting at the Oklahoma 
Czech, Inc., building, Yukon, 
OK.  A program on Czech Histo-
ry and Heritage was presented by 
Julia Mason.  She spoke of the 
development of the Czech herit-
age in the Yukon area beginning 
in the 1966.    
     The Oklahoma Czech organi-
zation capitalizes on their herit-
age with the Czech Festival held 

annually during the first week-
end of October.  The sale of ko-
laches helps provide the finan-
cial support for the organization.  
Mrs. Mason also spoke of the 
Oklahoma Czech Hall group 
which at one time was “out in 
the country” and provided a ven-
ue for “other activities.”  They 
continue to sponsor dances and 
host weddings, family celebra-
tions, and receptions.   

Right: Paula Sharp, 
Cynthia Adair, Sue 
Ann Miller, Andrea 
Wildman, Shereen 
Rasor, Dr. Elayne 
Bowman, Carol 
Scott, and Shelia 
Ransom pose before 
artwork that adorns the 
doors of Czech Hall. 



 

Cynthia Adair, Carol Scott, Joyce Hess, and Dr. Elayne Bowman (not pictured) arrived early for our tour.  
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   The Beta Nu Chapter met at 
Stockyard City for their April 
meeting. The tour guide, Kelli 
Payne, is an Oklahoma native 
and the first woman ever to hold 
the position of president of the 
Stockyard Association. Since 
opening 112 years ago, the asso-
ciation has only had six presi-
dents. For Kelli to hold this posi-
tion is beyond impressive!  
     Stockyard City, we learned, is 
its own entity and not part of Ok-
lahoma City. This was one of the 
requirements of the “packers” 
when the stockyards claimed the 
area. It is the last of the independ-
ent stockyards remaining in the 

nation.  
     After giving them a brief his-
tory of Stockyard City, Kelli led 
us up on the catwalk over the 
pens to explain how the process 
works. The pens are an intricate 
system with defining letters and 
numbers that must work like 
clockwork to move the thousands 
of head of cattle through each 
week. Cattle are brought in and 
then sold during just two sales 
days each week.  
     The history of the area and the 
cattle business in Oklahoma is 
fascinating, and we look forward 
to having her join us again to tell 
us more.  

     Following our tour, 
Kelli took us to one of the board 
rooms in the Exchange Building 
to conduct our monthly business 
meeting.         
     During that meeting we voted 
on the 2022-2024 slate of officers 
for Beta Nu. Dr. Elayne Bow-
man will continue as president 
with Cynthia Adair as both 
first vice-president and secre-
tary and Laurie Locke as sec-
ond vice-resident. Diane Acker-
man will continue as treasurer, 
and Trena Rogers will continue 
as parliamentarian.    
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Psi Chapter’s April meeting  be-
gan with a devotional by Phyllis 
Howard, followed by our OSO 
Founders’ program presented by 1st 
Vice-president Debby Yarbrough. 
     A cake decorated with red roses 
for OSO’s 90th birthday celebration 
was served, and song leader Carol 
Mote led the group in a happy 
birthday song for OSO’s 90th birth-
day.  
     Members exhibited memorabilia 
from years past, including our Del-

ta Kappa Gamma State 1932-
1992 history book commemorating 
the 60-year birthday.  
     One of our local projects for the 
past year has been the Hope Center, 
which is a regional hub for the Ok-
lahoma Regional Food Bank that 
serves six counties in and around 
Woodward. Members toured the 
facility and learned about opera-
tions from Psi Chapter member 
Dr. Deena Fisher, who serves as 
Executive Director of the Hope 

Center. The local Red Cross 
and Salvation Army offices are also 
housed at the facility.  
     In addition, Psi Chapter mem-
bers saw the plans for a Day Shelter 
for the Homeless located in the 
Hope Center and were moved to 
help by donating $200.00 to the 
Day Shelter for the Homeless pro-
ject at the Center.  

Below Left to Right: Former Psi member and Esther’s “good 
friend" Karon McCubbin of Weatherford’s Lambda Chapter, Es-
ther Fields, Janice Rutledge, Deena Fisher and Debby Yarbrough 
met at the Hope Center in Woodward for Deena’s tour of the facility. 
After the tour, Psi members surprised Esther with an 80th birthday 
cake!  

Right: At the April 12 meeting, Psi members joined the Retired Teach-
ers’ meeting where Deena Fisher presented the program about the dead-
ly Woodward tornado of 1947. She has co-authored a book entitled The 
1947 Tornado, the second in a series of her books. Right: A “surprise” 
visit from former chapter member Linda Gunsaulis, now president of 
Beta Mu Chapter, added the perfect ending to the evening.  
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 Left; 2022-2024 New 
Officers: President 
Debby Yarbrough, 
Treasurer Sharon Mei-
er, World Fellowships 
Chairperson Phyllis 
Howard & Secretary 
Toni Burgess (taking 
the photo). 
Standing: Parliamen-
tarian Janice Rutledge, 
Membership Committee 
Esther Fields, and Song 
Leader Carol Mote at 
90th OSO birthday cele-
bration.  

      
    Toni Bur-
gess, 2020-
2022, presi-
dent of Psi 
Chapter has 
been a mem-
ber of DKG 
for 28 years.  
     She re-
ceived both 
her bache-
lor’s and 
master’s de-
grees from 
Northwest-
ern State 
College of 

Alva in Elementary Education.    
     She resides in Shattuck with 
Kenton, her husband of 53 years, 
and they have two daughters, Clau-
dia Wright of Weatherford and 
LaDena Eads of Springdale, AR.   
LaDena is a current member of 
DKG at Fayetteville, AR, and is 
retiring in June of this year. She & 

her husband will be moving to 
Shattuck, where LaDena will be 
teaching Science in the Jr./Sr. Shat-
tuck Public School system; she 
plans to transfer to Psi Chapter 
DKG in the fall.  
     Toni retired in 2014 from Shat-
tuck Public Schools where she 
taught 36 years in elementary, mid-
dle and junior high and was the 
Reading Specialist for 28 years in 
regular and summer school at Shat-
tuck; she also taught 5 years in 
Harper/Anthony, KS schools, both 
in regular & summer reading acade-
my.   
     Currently, Toni is the editor of 
the Psi Signal, communications 
chair, essay project chair, as well as 
president.  
     In the picture, notice her name 
tag that she is wearing. It is a 
“throwback" from the past 2001 
Leadership/Management class! It 
was because of attending the 6th 
Annual Leadership/Management 
Seminar where she met so many 

mentors and made new friends that 
Toni was encouraged to become the 
president of Psi Chapter in 2004-06 
biennium for her first time.  
     Since then, she has served as 
treasurer, secretary and president, 
and she serves on other chapter 
committees as well as state commit-
tees.  
     Being a member of the First 
United Methodist, Toni has served 
as trustee, liturgist, youth director 
for ten years, Sunday school teach-
er at all levels, and she has been a 
member of the United Methodist 
Women, serving as president, vice-
president, and reading program co-
ordinator in local, Woodward & 
Cimarron Districts. She enjoys 
watching her four grandchildren’s 
activities, quilting, reading, travel-
ing and family gatherings whether 
it is with her immediate family, 
church family, or family of DKG 
sisters. She says, “It’s been a great 
life!"  



 

Members Opal Upshaw, Sue Reynolds and Kay Morris 
provided food for HOPE Clinic volunteers. Hope Clinic  
offers free acute health care in Bartlesville. They also of-
fer dental services once a month and partner with The 
Cottage for expecting mothers.  
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     Jennifer Ed-
wards, Ph.D.,  
Gamma Beta Chap-
ter of DKG in 
Tahlequah and a 
professor of Sociol-

ogy at Northeastern State Univer-
sity in Tahlequah, was presented 
with the 2022 SWS Mentoring 
Award. The award was presented 
on April 1, 2022, at the SWS con-
ference banquet in Santa Ana 
Pueblo, New Mexico, by the  So-
ciology for Women in Society 
organization.  
       In 2013, Jennifer was select-
ed to serve as the inaugural Di-
rector of the Center for Women’s 
Studies at NSU. During her three-
year tenure as the director, Jen-
nifer had the opportunity to plan 
events that focused on issues 
faced by women in society. While 
no longer the director, Jennifer 

remains active in the center as a 
member of the Center for Wom-
en’s Studies Advisory Board. Ad-
ditionally, Jennifer teaches two 
core courses within the women’s 
and gender studies minor pro-
gram. 
     In addition to university ser-
vice and teaching, Jennifer is the 
coordinator for the B.A. in sociol-
ogy and the M.S. in criminal jus-
tice programs. In these roles, Jen-
nifer advises and mentors numer-
ous students. She has served as a 
faculty mentor for many students 
whose research projects focus on 
various social problems, includ-
ing domestic violence, sex traf-
ficking, poverty and crime, sexual 
assault, and social inequality, 
among other topics. These stu-
dents have presented their re-
search at professional confer-
ences and symposiums. Further, 

several students have been recog-
nized for their research in student 
paper competitions where they 
placed in the top three. 
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2022 OKLAHOMA STATE ORGANIZATION 

STATE CONFERENCE 

 

THEME—THE GIFTS OF DKG 

 

EMBASSY SUITES, OKLAHOMA CITY 

1815 SOUTH MERIDIAN AVENUE 

JUNE 3-4, 2022 

 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN  

 

FRIDAY NIGHT’S OPEN SESSION 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 2022—6:00PM TO 7:30PM 

OKLAHOMA MAKE AND TAKE NIGHT WITH  

INTERNATIONAL GUEST 

8:00PM — 10:00PM 

LIGHT SNACKS AND BEVERAGES WILL  

BE PROVIDED AT 8:00PM 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 

AWARDS LUNCHEON 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4  

PRESIDENT’S ROSE Banquet 

 

 Registration forms for the  
OSO conference are found on pages 32 and 33. 

Taken from: Alpha Bits—March 
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2021-2023 
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Above Left: Alpha Chapter president Joann Rogers gives the formal welcome to the attendees.  
Above Right: OSO President Lori Richardson-Morphew shares Memories and Memorabilia drawn from 
OSO histories and programs. 
Below Left: Dr. Kathy Black gives the inspirational moment. Center: Program and lovely keepsake pink rose 
key ring. 
Below Right: Alpha Sigma member Patricia Robison studies the birthday program. 
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Beta Beta members 
Shelly Hudson (OSO 
secretary), Paula 
Walker (OSO parlia-
mentarian) and Kath-
leen Smith join hands to 
sing the DKG song as 
the celebration closes.  

Above Left to Right: Trena Rogers from Beta Nu listens carefully as President Lori gives the history of 
OSO.  Cynthia Adair, from Beta Nu and Creative Women of Oklahoma chair smiles for the camera.  Kath-
leen Kaufman from Alpha Sigma checks the agenda for the title of the next presentation. 

 

Left: Lee Jones, Al-
pha Chapter, and 
Dacia Hudelson, 
Delta Chapter, pre-
pare to serve lunch.  

 

Right: Natalie Pa-
pageorge shares one 
of her memories. 
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Betty Estes and Sandra Harrison, both represent-
ing Alpha Sigma, join hands to sing the closing 
song. 

 
Left: Three Al-
pha Chapter 
members Kim  
Lucas, Jen Ev-
ans and Joann 
Rogers  enjoy 
the opportunity 
to visit during 
the celebration. 

Right: Diane 
Lasse, OSO 
treasurer, 
tries to chose 
among the 
many deli-
cious salads 
and treats 
provided by 
Alpha Chap-
ter. 
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Left:  
Marva 
Webb, 
Lambda 
Chapter, 
listens in-
tently to 
members as 
they share 
their memo-
ries of 
DKG, Okla-
homa State 
Organiza-
tion and 
their chap-
ters.  

 

Below: Dr. Elayne Bowman, Beta 
Nu Chapter, joins the OSO 90th 
Birthday festivities. 

Left to Right: Dr. Sheryl Barnett and 
Nikki Coshow from  Alpha Mu and 
DeAnn Davis from Alpha Chapter share 
a photo opt. before the festivities begin.  

Stacy Wehrenberg and  Kandy Bishop, both from Alpha Chap-
ter, smile for the camera as they listen to President Lori give the 
group some history of Oklahoma State Organization. 
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