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Lori Richardson Morphew 
President 

     Lori Richardson-Morphew,  
Alpha Chapter, is a retired teach-
er and a writing consultant. She 
has served as chapter president, 
first and second vice presidents, 
recording secretary, and treasurer. 
On the state level, she has served 
as the state president and first and 
second vice president.   
    She was the chairman of the 
Strategic Action Plan, served on 
the Personal Growth and  Services 
Committee and Communications 
Committee, and has attended nu-
merous state conventions and con-
ferences. Lori has attended several 
Southwest Regional Conferences 
and International Conventions.      

(Continued on Page 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelly Hudson 
First Vice-President 

     Shelly Hudson, Beta Beta 
Chapter, is the nominee for OSO 
1st vice-president. Shelly is a first
-grade teacher in El Reno. She 
earned her Bachelorôs in Early 
Childhood Education from the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
in 2016 and completed her Mas-
terôs as a Reading Specialist at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University in 2024. 
     Shelly's leadership includes 
serving as Beta Beta President 
from 2022 to 2024. She is current-
ly the OSO 2nd vice-president 
(2023-2025) and has previously 
held the role of OSO Secretary    

(Continued on Page 4) 

Deborah Yarbrough   
Second Vice-President 

     Debby Yarbrough, Psi Chap-
ter, is the nominee for OSO's sec-
ond vice-president. Debby is a 
retired teacher with a B.A. in Eng-
lish, a minor in French, and addi-
tional graduate work in linguistics 
from Oklahoma State University. 
She also holds an M.A. in English 
from the University of Colorado 
at Denver, specializing in teaching 
writing and thesis development. 
     Debby has held numerous 
chapter positions, including chap-
ter president, vice-president, sec-
retary, parliamentarian, chair of 
the Grants-in-Aid Committee, and 
editor of The Psi Signal. Her lead-
ership and dedication are evident 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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February has become the month of ©Love.· I am re®ecting 
on how we show our love in DKG. The Avenue M ­ndings 
said that we need to work on communication, building 
stronger relationships, and celebrating the many and varying 
ways we contribute to our society. We need to keep the 
members we have and attract younger members to sustain 
our fold. Thus, our planning for this year's convention will 
show our love as we showboat the DKG Oklahoma State 
Organization members and their dedication to our society.  
 
Love is longevity. We have women who have in been in our 
society for decades. On Friday evening, June 6, 2025, we will 
celebrate that achievement. All members who have been in 
DKG for 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 years and attend the con-
vention will receive a charm.  

 

 

 

 

Love is leadership. We will also celebrate a ©Chapter Star,· for each Oklahoma State Or-
ganization chapter on Friday night at the 2025 Convention. Who is the star of your chap-
ter for 2024-2025? Who is loyal and continually leads your chapter forward? Who attracts 
new key women teachers? Who is a servant? Who is all the above? Let Beth Schieber and 
Belinda Clift know who your Chapter Star is as they will be presenting these awards.  
 
Love is Learning. Growth and change are inevitable. Leadership guru Max De Pree says, 
©In the end, it is important to remember that we cannot become what we need to be by  

remaining what we are.· That gives us courage to change. Our OSO oĿcers have 
approved  a new,streamlined schedule for our Convention 2025 because we 
needed to grow and change. (If you do what you've always done, you get what 
you have always got). I like it, and I think you will, too. We have taken all your 
suggestions new and old as well as Avenue M suggestions to maximize our time, 
take care of business, showboat, and celebrate.  
Love is Legendary (remarkable enough to be famous) and so are so many of our 
DKG members. We have key women carved statues! Key women's names appear 

on numerous plaques across the state: Teachers of the Year, Finalists for Oklaho-
ma Teacher of the Year and National Teacher of the Year, Principal of the Year, 
Superintendents of the Year, Governor's Awards, and so much more. Key women 
teachers are loved in their communities and schools. You are legendary and you 
know someone who is legendary. Tell them about our wonderful society and help 
them become a part of us!  

 
Dǋ Ŵŉƪ ļŚƨג ŋǤ ŋǟ ŋřצ
ũşŬŴħŚǤ Ŵǐ ȄļřļřĲļǛ
ŴŉħǤ Ɖƪ ĳħŚŚşǤ Ĳļĳşřƪ
ƉŉħǤ Ɖƪ Śļļƨ Ŵǐ Ĳƪ Ĳǹ
ȄļřħŋŚŋŚƴ ƉŉħǤ Ɖƪ ħŬƪב 
É Max De Pree É  

Come to our 2025 Oklahoma State Organization Convention, ©OSO on Broadway: 
SHOWBOAT!· and let's showboat longevity, leadership, learning, and legendary ladies! 
Maybe our SHOWBOAT will be a love boat! See you soon! 

February has become the month of ©Love.· I think on how we 
show our love in DKG. The Avenue M ­ndings said that we 
need to work on communication, building stronger relation-
ships, and celebrate the many and varying ways we contribute 
to our society. We need to keep the members we have and 
attract younger members to sustain our fold. Thus, our plan-
ning for this year's convention will show our love as we show-
boat the DKG Oklahoma State Organization members and 
their dedication to our society.  
 
Love is longevity. We have women who have in been in our 
society for decades. On Friday evening, June 6, 2025 we will 
celebrate that achievement. All members who have been in 
DKG for 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 years and attend the con-
vention will receive a charm.  
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State Leadership 

President 
Dr. Jo Ann Pierce   
Xi Chapter 

aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com  
580-255-8430  

 
1st Vice-president 

Lori Richardson-Morphew 
Alpha Chapter 

lorijrichardsonm@gmail.com  
405-602-4900 

 
2nd Vice-president 
Shelly Hudson 
Beta Beta Chapter 

shelly.hudson@cox.net  
405-698-7497 

 
Secretary 
Kay Morris 
Nu Chapter 

Specialkaynow@yahoo.com 
     

Immediate Past President 
Lori Richardson-Morphew 

Alpha Chapter 
lorijrichardsonm@gmail.com  

405-602-4900 
 

Parliamentarian 
Paula Walker 
Beta Beta Chapter 
paulajwalker@cox.net  
405-265-0977 

 
Treasurer 
Diane Lasse  

Alpha Mu Chapter 
dlaase@hotmail.com 
405-692-0456 

  

Editor 
Beth Schieber 
Beta Beta Chapter 

triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com 

405-263-7661 
 

 Webmaster 
Belinda Clift 

Alpha Chi Chapter 
belinda.clift@gmail.com 

405-799-6627 

By: Shelly Hudson 
2nd Vice-president 
 
     
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Change can often be seen as a 
challenge, but itôs also a gateway 
to growth, innovation, and fresh 
experiences. As we look toward 
the June 6-7, 2025, OSO DKG 
Convention, we embrace exciting 
changes that will bring new op-
portunities to connect, celebrate, 
and be inspired.   
     Weôre thrilled to announce a 
revamped schedule that will ele-
vate our time together and high-
light the incredible talents within 
our organization. Hereôs a pre-
view of what to expect:   
 

Friday Night:  
A Celebration of Chapters    
and Achievements 

 
     This year, weôre making Fri-
day night a vibrant celebration 
dedicated to recognizing the re-
markable accomplishments of our 
chapters. Enjoy a delightful din-
ner and a program filled with 
awards and recognition. This spe-
cial evening will be reminiscent 
of the beloved Rose Banquetð
minus the officer installations.   

Saturday: Creativity and  
Community in the  
Spotlight 

 
     Weôll begin Saturday morning 
with an inspiring session featur-
ing Oklahoma's creative women, 
including talented authors and 
illustrators who are making their 
mark in literature and art. A mid-
morning break will offer time to 
mingle, purchase books, and en-
joy breakfast pastries and bever-
ages.   
     Following the break, we will 
celebrate the voices of our essay 
winners and participate in engag-
ing workshops designed to spark 
creativity and collaboration.   
 

Third and Final  
General Session 
1:30 PM 

 
     Our convention will conclude 
with a meaningful third session 
featuring a delicious meal, the 
presentation of the prestigious 
State Achievement Award, and 
the installation of the 2025-2027 
state officers.   
     We invite all members to 
make plans to join us this June 
for a convention filled with inspi-
ration, celebration, and a chance 
to showboat the incredible wom-
en of OSO DKG. Embrace the 
changes and be part of this excit-
ing new chapter for our organiza-
tion.   

 
Letôs make this convention 

unforgettable! 
See you there! 
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She has presented workshops at 
the state and international level.  
She created ñThe Richardson 
Wayò writing consulting business, 
trained teachers in various writing 
forms, and coached or modeled in 
the classroom with students.  
     She wants to bring attention to 
the amazing work Delta Kappa 
Gamma is doing for our Early Ed-
ucators through the SEE initiative 
in Oklahoma and by offering them 
support.  
 
 

 
 

and Convention chair and co-chair 
for many years. In addition, Shelly 
is an active member of the Interna-
tional Literacy Association, show-
casing her dedication to literacy 
advocacy. 
     In her personal life, Shelly has 
been married to Nathan Hudson 
for 26 wonderful years. They have 
two sons, Owen (20) and Mark 
(16). Shelly is also the daughter of 
Paula Walker, a past state presi-
dent.  

 through these roles. 
     On the state level, Debby cur-
rently serves as the chair of the 
U.S. Forum Committee. Her previ-
ous contributions include working 
on the Ad Hoc Committee for the 
Kathy Davis Memorial Scholar-
ship, the Creative Women of Ok-
lahoma Committee, the Scrapbook 
Committee as chair, and the Fi-
nancial Development Committee 
as a member. 
     Debby serves on the Advisory 
Council of the Oklahoma Literacy 
Association. She is also the presi-
dent of the Woodward, Harper, 
and Ellis Counties Retired Educa-
tion Association.  
     Debby envisions strengthening 
OSO's presence as a community 
that supports professional growth 
and provides fellowship opportu-
nities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marilyn Young 
Secretary 

 
     Marilyn Young, Alpha Iota 
Chapter, is a social studies 
teacher at Chandler Public 

Schools and the nominee for 
OSO secretary. 
     Marilyn received her B.A. in 
History from the University of 
Oklahoma and her J.D. (Law De-
gree) from OU as well.   
     Marilyn is a member of the 
Alpha Iota Chapter. She has 
served as their president, 1st & 2nd 
vice-president and presently their 
treasurer. 
     On the state level, she has 
served on the communications 
and publicity committee. She at-
tended the Tebow-Herrington 
Seminar in 2023. She has attend-
ed state conventions and confer-
ences and fall meetings. 
     Marilyn is a member of the 
Oklahoma Bar Association and 
has been president, vice-president 
and secretary of the OKC Mineral 
Lawyers Association.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nominating Committee 
 

Suzanne Ritter - East 
Opal Upshaw - East 

Karon McCubbin - West 
Beth Schieber - West 
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By `Jennifer Evans 
Alpha Chapter president 
ñFebruary is the month  

of LOVEò 

     I left school yesterday at 
5:30 pm, went to close my 
door looking at my classroom 
and thought to myself, ñI 
love my job.ò  I love my 
school, the people I work 
with. I love my students 
even though they donôt al-
ways do their homework. I 
love it when the kids make 
big jumps in their progress. 
I love the light that shines 
in their eyes when they have 
that aha moment. I love my 

classroom, which I have al-
ways tried to make a cozy 
comfortable place to learn. 
I love my administration 
and leadership teams. I love 
doing the social   media for 
my school, spreading the 
positive news in education 
today. AND...I love DKG, 
the relationships, opportu-
nities, comradery, and con-
nections have been a bless-
ing over the last seven 
years.  
     I challenge you this 
month to exude the em-
bodiment of love in all 

     In todayôs interconnected world, sharing ideas has become 
easier and more important than ever. The Leadership Discovery 
Centre offers a platform for members, chapters, state organiza-
tions, and regions to collaborate and network through virtual events. By sharing these opportunities globally, 
DKG can enhance engagement, foster connections, and provide valuable learning experiences for all DKG 

members.  
     The Leadership Discovery Centre invites submis-
sions for upcoming virtual webinars, workshops, semi-
nars, panel discussions, programs, or any other virtual 
activities that are accessible to DKG members. Please 
note that the approval and posting process will take at 
least 10 days. To submit virtual leadership events for the 
shared activities calendar, complete the Electronic Cov-
er Sheet available under the ñSubmit Hereò button on 
the Leadership Discovery Centre tab of the DKG web-
site (dkg.org > Leadership Discovery Centre > Submit 
Here). For any questions, please contact leadershipcen-
tre@dkg.org.  



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Send e-mail articles to:  

triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com 

Beth Schieber, Editor 
 

Oklahoma State Organization 
The Delta Kappa Gamma  
Society International 

 
Published four times a year:  
October, December 
February, April 
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...promotes  
professional and  
personal growth of 
women educators 
and excellence in  
education. 

 
The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society  
International 

 

Emergency Fund 
Members Helping Members 

     The Delta Kappa Gamma International offers the Emergency Fund to members who have suffered major 
losses due to a natural disaster. Disasters include floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, or wildfires or 
other natural calamities. The fund began as a plea for help in the DKG News after the 1948 flood in Vanport, 
Oregon. Those donations launched the DKG Emergency Fund. 
     To receive the $500 from the DKG Emergency Fund, members are recommended by their chapter or state 
president.  The chapter president informs the state president of the member(s) affected by the natural disaster.  
The state president then submits Form 84 (Emergency Fund Request) with the memberôs name, chapter, date 
and exact nature of the disaster sustained with a current mailing address. The Executive Director approves the 
request and issues a check to the member.   
     It is possible to donate to the Emergency Fund, using Form 43 located under ñDonation to DKGIEFò by 
check or credit card. Oklahoma State Organization has had members receive money from this fund following 
various disasters in the state. 
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òThis state-of-the-art museum has it all. Outside is 
Paul Mooreõs huge (34õ long, 11õ high, and 7õ wide) 
òOn the Chisholm Trailó bronze sculpture. The side-
walk is a trail map highlighting points of interest 
along the way. Inside there are two theaters. The 
Campfire Theater has "Tex,ó òCookie" from the 
chuckwagon, and Chisholm in a 6-minute conversation 
set on a starry night around the campfire talking 
about the Chisholm Trail. In the Experience Theater, 
you smell the bacon and coffee cooked over the camp-
fire, feel the wind and rain, and hear and experience 
the stampede. There are exhibits of cowboy songs 
sung to keep the animals calm, clips from cowboy and 
trail drive movies, and figures like the mayor and a 
trail boss who tell of their experiences. One of the 
things I enjoyed most was the interactive game where 
I was the trail boss and made decisions to see if I 
could be the first to arrive and get the best price.ó  
 
The Center also houses the Garis Gallery of the Amer-
ican West , featuring Nat ive American and Western 
art, including works by Remington, Catlin, and Rus-
sell. [a 2018 review found on tripadvior.com]  
 

This Chisholm Trail Heritage Center (winner of over 66 awards and accolades since 1998) will be the 
Friday night backdrop of the Tebow Herrington Leadership Seminar, April 25 -27 in Duncan. Check-in 
at the Fairfield Inn & Suites from 3:00 -5:00 pm. The bus will pick you up at 5:00 pm to travel to the 
museum. We will have a bar-b-q spud dinner, explore the museum as a leadership metaphor, and find 
the five major strengths that drive our leadership and relationships with others. Come by yourself or 
bring a colleague, have you been before or not, first time or 4th, you will be delighted that you are in 
Duncan learning the next steps in your educational career. (Get your registration in pronto, so we can 
plan for you). 
 
On Saturday, eat breakfast at the Fairfield Inn. Bus pickup will be at 7:50 am (or you can drive your car) 
to Duncan Regional Hospital, where interactive leadership abounds. Explore the roses, buds, and 
thorns on the leadership trail. Learn about mentoring in new ways, being generationally friendly, and 
how your strengths and leadership styles complement each other as a wannabe teacher leader, princi-
pal, or superintendent. Communication, the power of your words, and online etiquette will be explored. 
Dr. Debbie LeBlanc, DKG International Past President will be available to welcome us. The hospital 
will provide morning pastries and a salad luncheon. After lunch, keynote speaker THREAD Developer/
Director Autumn Cooper from the Oklahoma Dept. of Health will be focused on employee wellness, 
boundaries, burnout, leadership, and mindfulness to promote resilience and support organizational well
-being (great reviews). 
 
A final team project, dinner at the Chuckwagon, and special awards will be presented later. On Sunday 
morning, it's breakfast at the hotel, leadership tips from the legendary John Maxwell, door prize draw-
ings, and a send-off. All in all, it is an amazing leadership seminar/retreat.  
 
Put on your cowgirl garb and join the trail stampeding to Duncan to the Tebow Herrington Leadership 
Seminar.      Members ($120) and Non-members ($150).  
(Continued on Page 8) 
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                           (Continued from Page 7) 

Applications will be accepted on a òfirst comeó basis and are limited to the first 25 received. 

PLEASE APPLY EARLY. Application deadline is April 1, 2025.  

Applications received after the first 25 are placed on an alternate waiting list.   

A check for $120 for DKG members and $150 for nonmembers  (made out to Oklahoma State Organiza-

tion) is due at the time of application. This covers all meals, lodging and seminar materials.  All partici-

pants will stay overnight as some of the training will occur in the late evening, with interaction within the 

group.   

Please send or email the application and send the check to arrive by April 1, 2025 to:  

Beth Schieber, Tebow -Herrington Chair (address below)  

No checks? Use Venmo @OSO -DKG to our  

Treasurer, Diane Laase or send snail mail:  

Diane Laase, OSO Treasurer  

10801 W. Country Drive  

Oklahoma City, OK 73170  

405-519-4707, dlaase@hotmail.com  

PLEASE NOTE : Applicant will NOT be added  to the participant list until the $120 /$150 fee is received.  

Questions concerning application and/or the seminar may be directed to:  

Beth Schieber, Tebow -Herrington Chair  

18340 Stroh Ave.  

Okarche, OK 73762  

405-519-4707, triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com  

 

or Dr. Jo Ann Pierce, OSO President  

580-467-8430, aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com  
*Other seminar leaders:  

Lesa Hefner, Dr. Ella Snavely, and Patti Robison,  

and special guests!  

 

mailto:dlaase@hotmail.com
mailto:triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com
mailto:aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com


 

  Page 9      February 2025                           Volume LXXII  

Editorôs Note: While reading publications from other states, I sometimes come across an article that is 
so compelling that I must share it with our Oklahoma members.  
     The article reflects on the importance of leadership within the Delta Kappa Gamma (DKG) Society 
as it approaches its centennial. The organization aims to cultivate the leadership po-
tential of women educators, as highlighted in its vision statement. "Leading Women 
Educators Impacting Education Worldwide." The author shares her personal leader-
ship journey within DKG, starting from chapter-level roles to serving as the state 
president. Despite initial nervousness, the author embraced each leadership oppor-
tunity with support from state advisory committee members. The article emphasizes 
the need for continuous leadership succession to keep the organization strong. It en-
courages members to take actionable steps, like attending state conventions, applying 
for scholarships, and joining state committees. The article concludes with a call to ac-
tion for members to step into leadership roles and support DKG's future success.  
Please read this and consider attending: 

OSOôs Tebow-Herrington Leadership Seminar this April to help prepare you 

Nebraska Quarterly  
Volume 79, No. 4 
 
ñLeadership is in Us Allò 
By Lauren Walker, 
Nebraska State President 
 
     As DKG approaches a century 
of existence as an organization, 
we all must consider what we 
each bring in terms of leadership action and potential 
to our group. After all, DKG was fundamentally cre-
ated to grow the leadership potential of women edu-
cators. It is evident in our vision statement: ñLeading 
Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide.ò 
I would like to briefly share my DKG leadership jour-
ney story with all of you in the hopes it will energize 
you to reflect upon your own leadership potential 
within our society. 
     After being a member for just one year, I began 
serving at the chapter level as treasurer and then as 
co-president in the next biennium. I was only a mem-
ber of the society for four years before being asked to 
serve on the NE State Healthy Chapters and Expan-
sion committee. From there, I advanced to 2nd VP 
and then 1st VP, and here I am today, serving as your 
state president. 
     Was I nervous about taking each step? Yes! But I 
did it anyway because I strongly believe in the work 
of DKG and realize that it is a privilege to be asked 
by other leaders to carry out this work. Also, I had 
confidence in the support I would receive from state 
advisory committee members. I knew I would not be 
on this leadership journey alone. I was so right! We 

have a great network of leaders ready to assist at the 
state level. They are a smart, organized, and forward-
thinking bunch who know how to collaborate and get 
things done. 
     Despite how amazingly they function together, this 
group of state leaders cannot stay static. We need to 
have a succession of leadership to keep our organiza-
tion strong and vital. We need members to step into 
leadership roles while those who are excellent leaders 
are still here to mentor them and give 
them the skills and confidence to lead well. 
     Maybe now isnôt quite your time, and thatôs okay. 
Be thinking about the actionable steps you can take to 
gain confidence in stepping into a DKG leadership 
position in the future. A great way to start is by at-
tending our state convention in May and networking 
with members from across Nebraska. Apply for one 
of the many scholarships DKG offers to enhance your 
professional skills. Reach out to any of our state advi-
sory committee members to chat about what they do 
in their roles. Say ñyesò when invited to join one of 
our many state committees, or even better, volunteer 
to join one. 
     To those currently serving your chapter or NE 
State Organization or have done so in the past, thank 
you for your dedication and for being a role model to 
those who are awaiting their turn to serve. If you real-
ly want to see DKG succeed in the societyôs next cen-
tury, take a risk and accept the challenge of leadingð
either in your chapter, at the state level, or both. We 
are currently seeking nominations for NE State lead-
ership positions for the next biennium. 
     If I can do it, you can do it! 
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OKLAHOMA CONFERENCE 
 

  
June 7-8, 2025  
¶     Oklahoma State Organization Conference 
       Oklahoma City 
 

OKLAHOMA DEADLINES  
March 15, 2025  
¶ OSO Scholarship Applications  
 
April 1, 2025  
¶ Chapter Service Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FUTURE INTERNATIONAL  
CONVENTION/CONFERENCE 

 
¶ July 31- August 2, 2025 
 New Orleans, LA 
¶ 2026: Aurora, Colorado  

           (Gaylord Rockies)  
 

INTERNATIONAL DEADLINES 
 
March 1, 2025  
¶ DKGIEF Project Application  
¶ Bulletin: Journal submissions 
 
May 1, 2025  
¶ DKGIEF Cornetet CIPD Application 
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OSO State 
Achievement  
Award   
      
     May 1, 2025, is the deadline for chapters to 
nominate an outstanding member for Oklahoma 
State Organizationôs highest honor, the OSO State 
Achievement Award.  
     This award honors an individual for excellence 
in service, leadership, and dedication at all levels 
of our society. Go to okdkg.org to download the 
nomination form.  
     Do not forget to attach a photograph and a let-
ter of recommendation to your application.  Each 
nomination is kept on file for three years. If the 
individual is not selected during the first year, she 
will be included in the second or third years.  
     Nominations may be mailed to Arneeta Gor-
don at 1124N. 1940 Rd. Elk City, OK 73644  
or or e-mailed to busygal1939@gmail.com. 

 

             Advertising, Announcement, or Memorial  

          for 2025 Convention Program  
 

 

 

     For Announcements & Memorials: Please print out exactly what you 
would like posted, and send electronically.  

     Return advertising, announcements, memorials to Dr. Jo Ann Pierce 

via aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com  and submit a copy of total sales 
sheet to Jo Ann and Diane Laase via dlaase@hotmail.com   or Venmo 
@OSO-DKG (add $2.00 for Venmo payments)  

Please contact me with any questions.  Jo Ann (See Page 18)  

Circle one:        

  Advertising  
  

Announcement  Memorial  

Circle one:        

1/8 page $25  

(biz card size)  

¼ page $45  ½ page $80  FULL PAGE $150  

        

mailto:busygal1939@gmail.com
mailto:aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com
mailto:dlaase@hotmail.com
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10 Years in DKG  
Sept. 2013 -May 2014 Join Dates  
Sept. 2014 -May 2015 Join Dates  

20 Years in DKG  
Sept. 2003 -May 2004 Join Dates  
Sept. 2004 -May 2005 Join Dates  

30 Years in DKG  
Sept. 1993 -May 1994 Join Dates  
Sept. 1994 -May 1995 Join Dates  

Shirley Graumann  
Alpha Chi  

Freida Speers  
Alpha Sigma  

Rhonda McGuire  
Alpha Mu  

Arianne DeKlotz  
Alpha Iota  

Barbara McClanahan  
Beta Kappa  

Inez Andrews  
Beta Beta  

Linda Newby  
Alpha Iota  

Karen Gracey  
Gamma Delta  

Trudy Capraro  
Beta Beta  

Chris Graham  
Alpha Sigma  

Lacinda Miller  
Gamma Delta  

Geralyn D. Hough  
Beta Beta  

Shila Dobbins  
Beta Beta  

Maria Webb  
Lambda  

Jaquita Irenhower  
Beta Beta  

Honorary Chapter Member  

Evelyn Hawk  
Beta Beta  

Charlene Heronema  
Theta  

Kathleen Smith  
Beta Beta  

Shelly Hudson  
Beta Beta  

Phyllis Hightower  
Theta  

Jeanne Riggs  
Beta Beta  

Judy Sliger  
Beta Beta  

7 Honorees  Lee Wells  
Beta Beta  

Misty Bible  
Beta Kappa  

  Pam Harding  
Beta Lambda  

Rachel England  
Beta Lambda  

  Sandra Long  
Beta Nu  

Nicole Jones  
Beta XI  

  Betty Lytle  
Beta Nu  

Marie Pool  
Lambda  

  Randy Hogan  
Gamma Beta  

Elizabeth Keim  
Nu  

  
  

Cathy Sanders  
Gamma Beta  

13 Honorees    Carolyn Thomas  
Gamma Beta  

    
  

Susan Simmons  
Nu  

    Linda Johnson  
Omicron  

    Toni Burgess  
Psi  

    Barbara Streck  
Theta  

    18 Honorees  

  

2025 Convention OSO on Broadway: SHOWBOAT 
Decades of Devotion to DKG  

The following will be honored with decade charms at 2025 Convention  
Charms are to be purchased by chapters @ $10.00 each.  
Dr. Jo Ann Pierce and Beth Schieber will present them.  
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40 Years  
Sept. 1983 -May 1984 Join Dates  
Sept. 1984 -May 1985 Join Dates  

50 Years  
Sept. 1973 -May 1974 Join Dates  
Sept. 1974 -May 1975 Join Dates  

60 Years  
Sept. 1963 -May 1964 Join Dates  
Sept. 1964 -May 1965 Join Dates  

Ruthanne Reitz  
Alpha  

Linda Floyd (Reserved)  
Beta Lambda  

Billie Daniel  
Epsilon  
Honorary Chapter Member  

Alice Pettit  
Alpha  

Ernestine Morris  
Beta Lambda  

Jean Lynch (Reserved)  
Epsilon  

Roxie Ann McBride  
Alpha Mu  

Lydia Roper  
Beta Iota  

2 Honorees  
  

Betty Estes  
Alpha Sigma  

Nancy Howard (Reserved)  
Omega  

  

Jo Anne Simpson -Miller  
Alpha Sigma  

Patricia Lukehart  
Omicron  

  

Leah Westmoreland  
Alpha Sigma  

Ginger Hennigh (Reserved)  
Psi  

  

Beth Schieber  
Beta Beta  

Janice Rutledge  
Psi  

  

Deborah Stubsten  
Beta Mu  

7 Honorees    

Lisa McLaughlin  
Beta XI  

    

De Lois Ann McGee  
Epsilon  

    

Sylvanna Prechti  
Gamma Beta  

    

Janice Pipkin  
Gamma Delta  

    

Brenda Archer  
Lambda  

    

Dorothy Reynolds  
Nu  

    

Linda Green  
Omicron  

    

Mary Keeton  
Omicron  

    

Phyllis Howard  
Psi  

    

Mary Scalf  
Rho  

    

Janet Tidwell  
Rho  

    

Dr. Jo Ann Pierce  
XI  

    

20 Honorees  
  

    

2025 Convention OSO on Broadway: SHOWBOAT 
Decades of Devotion to DKG  
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Dear Members, 
     We are thrilled to announce the 
upcoming 2025 Oklahoma State 
Convention, which promises to be 
a dynamic and engaging event with 
a shorter, more streamlined format. 
Scheduled for June 6-7, 2025, at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Okla-
homa City, OK, this year's conven-
tion is designed to maximize effi-
ciency and impact. 
     We are also excited to welcome 
Dr. Debbie LeBlanc, Past Interna-
tional President, as our keynote 
speaker. Dr. LeBlanc brings a 
wealth of experience and 
knowledge to the convention, and 
we are honored to have her share 
her insights and expertise with us. 

Event Highlights: 

¶ Amendments to OSO   
      Governing Documents 

¶ Annie Awards 

¶ 7th-8th Grade  
      Essay Awards  

¶ Newsletter Awards 

¶ Order of the Rose  

¶ Creative Women  
      of Oklahoma Awards  

¶ Decades of Membership        
      Presentation 

¶ Chapter Star Awards  
      Recognition 

¶ Workshops  

¶ OSO Achievement Award   

¶ Remembrance Ceremony  

¶ Installation of New OSO  
      Leadership 

¶ Scholarship Basket  
      Auction  
¶    OSO Store  

  We believe these changes will 
make the convention more engag-
ing and productive for everyone 
involved. We look 
forward to seeing 
you in Oklahoma 
City and working 
together to ad-
vance our shared 
goals. 
Warm regards,  
Beth Schieber 
State Editor 
 

 
 

THE KEY 
 Golden Ellipse -  
Emblem of two foci ï             
Organization,  

Work of ñeach for allò 
 

 
 

Greek Letters-  

D - Folding Flap of a       
       Tent - the open door; 

K - Beckoning Hand; 

G - Effective Weapon -          
       Education 
 

Laurel Wreath -  
Symbol of achievement 
and inspiration  

 
Cup of Knowledge -  
ñDrink deep and from     
all your knowledge shall 
come wisdom.ò 

     W       
,      

     .  I  
      DKG 
  . 
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     News from the OSO  
U.S. Forum Committee 

Committee Chair Debby Yarbrough 
 

 
Education Bills to Watch in the Oklahoma Legislature 

 
With the 2025 session of the Oklahoma Legislature begin-
ning February 3, you may want to follow some of the pro-
posed bills. You can track legislation at 
www.oklegislature.gov or www.legiscan.com . 
 

Oklahoma Senate  
 

SB 28: Sponsored by Sen. Carrie Hicks (D-Oklahoma City). This bill expands the free lunch program for 
low-income students. For school years 2025ï2026 and 2026ï2027, it would provide free lunches to students 
whose families earn 250% of the federal poverty level or less (a yearly income of $78,000 for a family of 4). 
The state would reimburse school districts for the cost of the meals. 
 
The current income level for eligibility for free school meals is 130% of the federal poverty level or less. Stu-
dents from households with incomes between 130% and 185% of the federal poverty level are eligible for re-
duced-price lunches.  
 
SB 139: Sponsored by Sen. Ally Seifried (R-Claremore). This bill would ban studentsô use of cell phones in 
schools. It directs local school districts to develop policies regulating studentsô use of cell phones and provides 
exemptions for emergencies and for students who use a cell phone to monitor health issues. 
 
SB 201: Proposed by Sen. Adam Pugh (R-Edmond). Would set the minimum starting salary for teachers 
with a bachelorôs degree at $50,000. 
 
SB 229: Amends the Parental Choice Tax Credit Act. Sponsored by Sen. Julie Daniels (R-Bartlesville). The 
Parental Tax Credit program distributes vouchers of $7,500 per child each year to parents to pay private school 
tuition. When this tax credit program began in 2023, the initial cap was $150 million in Year 1, a $200 million 
cap in Year 2, and a $250 million cap in Year 3. This bill would remove the Parental Choice Tax Credit cap 
starting in 2026 ï 2027.  
 
SB 388: Sponsored by Sen. Ally Seifried (R-Claremore). This bill would allow charter and virtual charter 
school students to participate in school sports in their resident school district. Students would be required 
to meet district requirements for eligibility. The bill would also allow students to participate in interscholastic 
activities and contests in their resident district. 
 
SB 486: Sponsored by Sen. Shane Jett (R-Shawnee). Also, SB 590, sponsored by Sen. Dana Prieto. These bills 
would allow schools to contract with chaplains to provide school services similar to those provided by a 
school counselor, without school counseling certification or masterôs degree. 
 
SB 711: Proposed by Sen. Adam Pugh (R-Edmond). This bill would replace chronic absenteeism on state 
district report cards with a climate survey of students, parents, and employees. Attendance rates could  

(Continued on Page 17)  

http://www.oklegislature.gov
http://www.legiscan.com
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(Continued from Page 16) 
count as a bonus item on the A ï F report cards. This change would have to be approved by the U.S. Dept. of 
Education. 
 
SB 838: Proposed by Sen. Kristen Thompson (R-Edmond). This bill would ban Oklahomans younger than 
16 from having social media accounts.  
 
SB 839: Proposed by Sen. Kristen Thompson (R-Edmond). This bill would classify social media platforms 
as ñaddictive and dangerous to mental health, especially that of minors.ò 
 
SB 885: Safe Screens for Kids Act. Proposed by Sen. Ally Seifried (R-Claremore). This bill would prohibit 
Oklahomans under 18 from having social media accounts without parental permission. 
 
SB 931: Sponsored by Sen. Darcy Jech (R-Kingfisher). This bill would require social media platforms to pro-
vide protections for users under 18.  
 
SB 1017: Sponsored by Sen. Dusty Deevers (R-Elgin). This bill focuses on Medicaid coverage for school-
based services. Under its provisions, Medicaid may cover educationally necessary services provided in 
schools but limits coverage to those services defined under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA). As written, the bill has created confusion and controversy. Deever plans to revise the bill for clarity.   
 

Oklahoma House of Representatives 
 
HB 1054: Sponsored by Rep. Jacob Rosecrants (D-Norman). Currently, the governor has the sole authority to 
appoint all six members of the Oklahoma State Board of Education. This bill would limit the governor to two 
appointments. Leaders of the House and Senate would each have two appointments. Board members 
could only be removed for cause by their appointing authority. 
 
HB 1275: Sponsored by Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid). This bill would prohibit Oklahomans younger than 
16 from having social media accounts and require parental permission for 16- and 17-year olds to have 
social media accounts.    
 
HB 1276: Sponsored by Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid). This bill would ban student cellphone and smart 
watch usage while on school grounds during the school day. 
 
HB 1523: Sponsored by Rep. Dick Lowe (R-Amber). Would create a school-based telehealth pilot program 
for students needing mental health services during school hours. 
 
HB 1998: Sponsored by Rep. Tim Turner (R-Kinta). Would require parents to opt-in rather than opt-out of 
their childrenôs participation in assessments at school, such as the Oklahoma Prevention and Needs Assess-
ment (OPNA). OPNA is one of the stateôs few tools to assess studentsô mental health, alcohol and drug use, 
social media use, and other risk factors. The state also uses the OPNA as a data source when applying for grant 
funding.   
 
HB 2916: Handle with Care Oklahoma. Sponsored by Rep. Ajay Pittman (D-
Oklahoma City). This bill would create a program that allows law enforcement to notify 
a studentôs school when the student has been exposed to a traumatic event.  
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Advertising, Announcements, or Memorials  
posted in the DKG Conference program for 2025  

(See Page 11) 
 

                                                                                   

To:  Dr. Jo Ann Pierce     aspirehigherconsulting@gmail.com  
 Diane Laase          dlaase@hotmail.com  

From:  ___________________________ Chapter 
                  ___________________________ Chapter President 
 
Our chapter has sold Advertising, Announcements or Memorials for the 2025 
Convention Program.  Please record the sales as follows.  
 

 

Please submit those funds to Diane via the postal mail or Venmo @OSO -DKG 
(add $2.00 for Venmo payments)  

 

Version  Place # of in blank  Cost of each  Totals  

Advertisements  _____1/8 page  $25 each   

 _____1/4 page  $45 each   

 _____1/2 page  $80 each   

 _____ full page  $150 each   

    

Announcements  _____1/8 page  $25 each   

 _____1/4 page  $45 each   

 _____1/4 page  $80 each   

 _____ full page  $150 each   

    

Memorials  _____1/8 page  $25 each   

 _____1/4 page  $45 each   

 _____ 1/2 page  $80 each   

 _____ full page  $150 each   

    

  TOTAL  



 

     Chapters, at the death of a mem-
ber, please send a Form 6 to Shelly 
Hudson (shelly.hudson@cox.net). 
     A copy also should be sent to Di-
ane Lasse (dlaase@hotmail.com), 
and to International  
(mem@dkg.org).  

     In addition, please send an article 
about your chapter memberôs passing 
to Beth Schieber 
(triumphantheartwoman@yahoo.com) 

who will post the tribute in The Lime-
lighter.   
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     Partnered with UNICEF USA 
since 1997, DKG is currently support-
ing educational access for girls in Af-
rica through essential life 
skills and challenging harmful social 
norms. 
     UNICEFôs ñGirls Initiative to  
Revitalize Learning and Successò 

 (GIRLS) Fund 
      

     Previously DKG supported the 
UNICEF Schools for Africa program 
for 12 years, raising over $600,000 to 
provide education to children in 21 
priority countries. DKG has also sup-
ported UNICEF education and litera-
cy programs in Central America, 

Gambia and Afghanistan, including 
raising over $200,000 for programs in 
Afghanistan. 
     Launched in response to the set-
backs caused by COVID-19, 
the GIRLS Fund works to bolster 
girls' education in Africa. This fund 
provides flexible financial support to 
address critical barriers to girls' edu-
cation and strengthen global expertise 
in this field. By focusing on second-
ary education, the GIRLS Fund aims 
to help all girls complete their school-
ing.  
     The GIRLS Fund addresses sever-
al key areas to improve girls' educa-
tion. These aim to better understand 

and overcome barriers faced by out-of
-school girls, expand access through 
various interventions, and improve 
learning pathways and quality of edu-
cation. Additionally, the GIRLS Fund 
ensures schools provide a supportive 
environment for girls, addressing their 
overall well-being through health and 
nutrition services. The GIRLS Fund 
also drives advocacy and leadership, 
ensuring that governments and stake-
holders are committed to accelerating 
educational outcomes  
for girls. 
     Together, we can guarantee the 
next generation of girls a better life 
than the last.  

Dr. Maxine Julian 
November 24, 1933 - August 10, 2024  

Beta Iota 
Dr. Julian served as the 2nd Vice-president of the Beta Iota Chapter. Her leadership and 
vision were invaluable to the organization, and her contributions greatly enriched the lives 
of her fellow members. For many years, Maxine shaped the minds of young students in 
the Eufaula, Denison, and Durant Public School systems. Her commitment to education 
extended beyond the classroom as she later imparted her knowledge and experience to 
future educators at Southeastern Oklahoma State University. Her influence on the field of 
education in Oklahoma is immeasurable, and her legacy will live on through the countless 
students she inspired.  

Grace Eileen Porter 
December 30, 1925 - December 6, 2024   

Alpha Chapter 
     Past Alpha Chapter president and former long-time  member Grace Porter passed 
away just three weeks shy of her 100th birthday. Grace began teaching in Wichita, Kan-
sas, and moved back to Oklahoma City in 1965. Grace began teaching third and fourth 
graders at Madison Elementary in the Oklahoma City Public Schools District at that time. 
She served as Alpha Chapter president from 1984 to 1986. Grace also served on the 
Board of the Oklahoma Teachers Association. After her retirement from teaching, Grace 
volunteered as a docent at the Cowboy Hall of Fame for ten years.  
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